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FELCH TOWNSHIP MASTER PLAN

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE FELCH TOWNSHIP MASTER PLAN
Resolution 08072023-1

WHEREAS, the Michigan Planning Enabling Act (or MPEA, also known as P.A. 33 of 2008)
authorizes the Planning Commission to prepare and adopt a Master Plan for the use,
development and preservation of all lands in the Township; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission prepared a proposed Master Plan and submitted
the plan to the Township Board for review and comment at its regular meeting on April 26,
2023; and

WHEREAS, on May 1, 2023, the Township Board received and reviewed the proposed
Master Plan and authorized distribution the Master Plan to the Notice Group entities identified
in the MPEA for a public review period of 63 days which ended on July 10, 2023; and

WHEREAS, notice was provided to the Notice Group entities as provided in the MPEA on
May 3, 2023; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission provided notice of a public hearing in a newspaper
of general circulation on July 17, 2023 and held a public hearing for Master Plan adoption on
August 2, 2023; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission passed a motion to approve the Master Plan and
recommend its adoption to the Township Board during its regular meeting on August 2, 2023;
and

WHEREAS, the MPEA authorizes the Township Board to assert by resolution its right to
approve or reject the proposed Master Plan and the Board initiated this action; and
WHEREAS, the Township Board, following an affirmative vote the majority of its
members will be the final approving body for the Master Plan.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, The Felch Township Board hereby approves and
adopts the Felch Township Master Plan, as per the requirements of the Michigan Planning
Enabling Act, PA 33 of 2008.

| Darrell J. Oman, duly elected and acting Clerk for the Township of Felch, County of Dickinson State of
Michigan do hereby certify that this resolution 08072023-1 was approved by a roll call vote of the Felch
Township Board at its regular meeting held on August 7%, 2023

s Ce

Darrell J. Oman
Felch Township Clerk
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Chapter 1.0 Introduction and Brief Historical Background

1.1  Planning Overview

This Master Plan is the result of extensive data collection and analysis providing a method to
address issues throughout Felch Township. Community input has played a critical role in the
formation of this plan to ensure that it represents the needs of the residents. The initial
sections of the plan present an analysis of the current conditions in the Township, including
demographicstatistics, economicclimate and the existing land use. The remaining chapters of
the plan are designed around the key issues highlighted by residents and community officials.
Recommendations for Township officials addressing key issues are outlined in detail.

By analyzing the current condition of the area and factoring in desired outcomes, the plan
provides a clear view and direction toward achieving the proposed goals. A future land use
chapter will present the “preferred future” of how Felch Township would like to grow and will
include recommendations on how development will be carried out. The future land use
discussion will also include a zoning plan, which will guide the implementation of a zoning
ordinance revision for the Township.

To summarize, this plan is intended for use as a guide by local officials when considering
matters related to development and land use. Planning is a process that requires ongoing
review and analysis. This plan will remain a work-in-progress and will require timely and
thoughtful revision to be of the greatest benefit.
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1.2  Brief Historical Background

Felch Townshipislocated in north-central Dickinson
County in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula,
approximately 15 miles northeast of the Iron
Mountain-Kingsford urban area. The Township was
formed in 1882 when the land was still considered
part of Marquette County. In September 1885, Iron
Countywas formed and the Township then became
part of Iron County. Felch Township became part of
Dickinson County when the last county was finally
formed in Michigan in 1891.

The eastern portion of the Menominee Iron Range
underlies much of the southern area of the
township, and the first communities were laid out as
company towns for the iron mining operations.
Historic mining was short-lived in the area; most of
the operations ended by the turn of the 20™
Century, with the exception of the Groveland Mine.
Logging and lumber processing were the dominant
activity until the depletion of the forestlands in the 1920s, supporting industrial operations in
the Iron Mountain area and exported from the ports in Menominee and Escanaba.

There is some controversy over how Felch got itsname. There are several other assertions over
the naming of the community. Alpheus Felch was elected governor of Michigan in 1846 and
most histories state that the town was named after him. Others have claimed that the town
was named for Captain Felch of the North Western Mine. The first community, Felch Mountain
was platted by the owners in 1881. The same summer, the Theodore settlement was platted
by the owners, the Lake Superior Ship Canal, Railway and Iron Company. The village of
Metropolitan (now Felch) was platted in 1882, with the request signed by the president of the
Metropolitan Iron and Land Company.

The first mine was opened at Felch Mountain for the Metropolitan Land and Iron Company in
1876, in the interest of the Youngstown Iron Company. The Metropolitan Lumber Company
was in operationin the area as early as the 1870s. Nelson P. Hulst discovered iron ore at Felch
Mountain in 1873 and groups of men were sent out in all directions to test for iron ore. A
wagon road, called the “Iron Road” was built from Vulcan to Felch Mountain soon after to haul
iron ore by horse to be loaded on rail cars in Vulcan. In 1882 the Escanaba and Lake Superior
Railroad was completed, and the Metropolitan Mine shipped 23,854 tons of iron ore. The
Metropolitan Mine was closed by the end of 1888 and was never reopened.
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Milltown, known as Metropolitan today, was a thriving village established just after 1880 as a
sawmill town. Metropolitan was about one mile west of Felch and was the last station on a
branch of the Chicago and North Western Railway coming west from Escanaba. The village was
platted by the Metropolitan Mining Company in 1881. A post office was in operation there
from 1881 until 1963. The present Zion Lutheran Church of Metropolitansits almost exactly on
the site of the old village, which is now a string of farms along the country roads. The Chicago
and Northwestern Railway Companyran aline from Escanaba through to Milltown. There was
one train per day, transporting passengers, logs and lumber. The sawmill was located on the
Sturgeon River, south of Milltown. By 1905, the Metropolitan Lumber Company had moved its
operations out of the area.

A number of lumber companies were floating logs down the Sturgeon River past the Morgan
Mill to points as far away as Menominee and Marinette. Other companies were sending logs
down the West Branch of the Sturgeon. Train loads of timber were hauled by rail daily to the
main lines of the Chicago Northwestern Railway. The Morgan Mill was closed in 1923, after the
company realized that their source of timber was almost depleted. It was at this time that
many of the Township’s residents began to look at dairy and potato farming as a source of
income. The logging industry exploited the timber resources of the region, but the land has
managed to recover and timber is still an important source of income for the Township.
(Source: Felch, Michigan Centennial 1878 to 1978, Beatrice M. Blomquist.)

Today, the remnants of the mining and lumber towns are still present in the Felch/Theodore
and Metropolitan area, while additional residential development has taken advantage of the
water features found through the township. With a significant portion of the township
managed as state-owned forest land, logging remains a major economic activity. Agriculture,
including commodity crops and livestock, is presentin the rolling hillsin the southern portion of
the township. The land is also attractive to recreational activities, with campgrounds and
cottages, and abundant access to ORV and snowmobile trails. The township’s unique positionin
relation toits rural character and abundant natural resources gives it additional strengths and
weaknesses for development. This Master Plan will help identify these areas and provide a
framework for the future.
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Chapter 2.0 Population, Economic Base and Housing

2.1 Introduction to Population

The characteristics of a community’s population are a reflection of its development needs.
Housing, education, recreation, health care, transportation, and economic development are all
affected by changes in the local population. The residents also make or effect changes to these
factors by their actions. Understanding the population issues of a community also means
understandingthem in context with the larger area, and how they are shaped by macro issues
at a regional and national level. Residents also do not carry out their lives inside their single
community; they may work or shop or recreate in surrounding localities, and therefore
influence development in those areas as well.

Demographics- age, income, gender, education, occupation, etc.- shape the development of a
community and its future growth. Data from the Decennial Census and American Community
Survey estimates provided by the US Census Bureau is used throughout this Master Plan. While
the Census is used primarily to count residents for Congressional Apportionment, it also collects
statistics on social and economic characteristics of the population. Analyzingthe trendsin these
statistics over time allows for the identification of issues and opportunities. However, due to
the way that this data is accumulated, there can some margin of error. ACS data is collected
each month usinga random sampling method and aligned to the previous Census; with smaller
sample size in smaller communities and townships there is a moderate margin of error. This
analysis should be viewed as a snapshot of conditions at the time of writing and should be
updated accordingly as new data is available or the local priorities of the community change.

2.2  Area Population Trends

The table below presents a comparison of historic population trends for all Dickinson County
jurisdictions from 1960 to 2020. From 1960 to present, Felch Township’s population has
plateaued, and over the last ten years has declined by 8%. This is comparable to the adjacent
rural townships of the county while the urban areas have maintained their populations. The
proportion of Dickinson County residents living in Felch Township has been maintained,
indicatingother population loss throughoutthe county. While this populationlossis a reflection
of regional issues affecting rural and urban areas, the small population of Felch Township
means that any loss has an effect. Population growth in Michigan has occurred in more
urbanized areas in lower Michigan, while the Upper Peninsula has experienced loss.

Felch Township/Dickinson County Population Trends

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020
Felch Township 509 444 615 705 726 752 687
Dickinson County 23,917 23,753 25,431 26,831 27,472 26,168 25,947
% Felch/Dickinson 2.1% 1.9% 2.4% 2.6% 2.6% 2.9% 2.6%
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Historic Population Trends, Dickinson County
1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020
Felch Township 509 444 615 705 726 752 687
% Change - | -12.80% 38.50% | 14.60% 3.00% 3.58% -8.64%
Breen Township 492 462 471 464 479 499 471
% Change -1 -6.10% 1.90% -1.50% 3.20% 4.18% -5.61%
Breitung Township 2,860 3,392 4,669 4,483 5,930 5,853 5,831
% Change - 18.60% 37.60% -4.00% | 32.30% -1.30% -0.38%
City of Iron Mountain 9,299 8,702 8,341 8,525 8,154 7,624 7,518
% Change - 6.40% 4.10% 2.20% -4.40% -6.50% -1.39%
City of Kingsford 5,084 5,276 5,290 5,480 5,549 5,133 5,139
% Change - 3.80% 0.30% 3.60% 1.30% -7.50% 0.12%
City of Norway 3,171 3,033 2,919 2,910 2,959 2,845 2,840
% Change -1 -4.40% -3.80% -0.30% 1.70% -3.85% -0.18%
Norway Township 1,022 966 1,257 1,325 1,639 1,489 1,535
% Change -] -5.50% 30.10% 5.40% | 23.70% -9.15% 3.09%
Sagola Township 952 918 1,146 1,166 1,169 1,106 1,066
% Change -1 -3.60% 24.80% 1.70% 0.30% -5.39% -3.62%
Waucedah Township 475 503 577 693 800 804 809
% Change - 5.90% 14.70% | 20.10% | 15.40% 0.50% 0.62%
West Branch Township 53 57 56 80 67 63 51
% Change - 7.50% 1.80% | 42.90% | 16.30% -5.97% 19.05%
Dickinson County 23,917 23,753 25,341 26,831 27,472 26,168 25,947
% Change -1 -0.70% 6.70% 5.90% 2.40% -4.75% -0.84%
State of Michigan 7,823,194 | 8,881,826 9,262,044 9,295,287 9,938,444 9,833,640 10,077,331
% Change -1 13.60% 4.30% 0.40% 6.90% -1.05% 2.48%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

While the State of Michigan has experienced population growth over the past 20 years, all of
jurisdictions within Dickinson County have experienced some loss. While those losses have
been somewhat less in certain areas over the past 10 years, losses in the northernmost rural
areas of Dickinson County have increased. Many counties in the Upper Peninsula tend to have
high levels of domestic out migration, largely reflecting a movement of young adults to cities
for education and employment that is only partially offset by in-migration of older adults and
retirees. Many former “Yoopers” that move away from the area to work return to the Upper
Peninsula to spend their retirement years where they grew up. The Upper Peninsula has also
become a retirement destination for both full-time and part-time “snowbird” retirees, looking
to live in quiet, rural areas.

Population change is the result of a combination of natural increase and migration. When
births within a community exceed deaths within a period of time, a positive natural increase is
the result. Communities with younger populations tend to have high natural increases since
the birth rates are higher. Those communities with a large number of older people tend to
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have a small natural increase; a negative natural increase is less common, though more Upper
Peninsula communities are trending toward these losses.

2.3  Regional Population Change

Since 2010, all the counties of the Upper Peninsula except Houghton have experienced net
population losses. A combination of demographic shift, natural decrease, and out-migration
have contributed to losses over the previous decade. According to Michigan Labor Market
Information projections, the population of central U.P. counties is anticipated to decline
through 2045; however, the population of Dickinson County is expected to remain relatively
stable.

Population Projections 2020-2045, by County
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Source: Michigan Labor Market, 2020

Population projections are useful for estimating future residential demands for public services.
However, the major component of population change, in-and out- migration, is very difficult to
predict. A 2021 report on population migration in the Upper Peninsula® found that nearly half
of population loss has been the result of net out-migration, particularly in rural areas. This
historic loss trend has been experienced across the Upper Peninsula, though the COVID-19
pandemic, employment and economic trends of the past several years, and the possibly of
future climate-related migration may have already had an effect on migration patterns.

Regional Population Change
1990 Pop. 2000 Pop. 2010 Pop. 2020 Pop. 2010-20 % Change

Alger 8,972 9,862 9,601 8,842 -7.9%
Baraga 7,954 8,746 8,860 8,158 -7.9%
Chippewa 34,604 38,543 38,520 36,785 -4.5%
Delta 37,780 38,520 37,069 36,903 -0.4%
Dickinson 26,831 27,472 26,168 25,947 -0.8%
Gogebic 18,052 17,370 16,427 14,380 -12.5%
Houghton 35,446 36,016 36,628 37,361 2.0%

! peterson, Julia and Winkler, Richelle. Pandemic Migration in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. 2021.
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Iron 13,175 13,138 11,817 11,631 -1.6%
Keweenaw 1,701 2,301 2,156 2,046 -5.1%
Luce 5,763 7,024 6,631 5,339 -19.5%
Mackinac 10,674 11,943 11,113 10,834 -2.5%
Marquette 70,887 64,634 67,077 66,017 -1.6%
Menominee 24,920 25,326 24,029 23,502 -2.2%
Ontonagon 8,854 7,818 6,780 5,816 -14.2%
Schoolcraft 8,302 8,903 8,485 8,047 -5.2%
Upper Peninsula 313,915 317,616 311,361 301,608 -3.1%
Michigan 9,310,462 9,952,450 9,877,597 | 10,077,331 2.0%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

2.4  Age Structure

A careful analysis of a community’s age structureis an essential step in sound decision-making.
If trends suggest a younger population, the community may need to focus on school facilities,
childcare centers, playgrounds and other services utilized by a younger population. An aging
population may require additional health care facilities, community services such as meals or
transportation, and specialized housing.

While Felch Township’s population has been relatively stable in recent years, it is aging. This
follows national trends with the aging of the Baby Boomer Generation; the youngest within that
cohort now reaching or reached retirement age. Felch Township’s population has experienced
significant change in median age since the 1990s, though is slightly younger than Dickinson
County overall. The American Community Survey estimates the 2020 median age in the
township at 46.5 years.

Median Age

o 47.4 Dickinson County
46.5 Felch Township

g 39.8 Michigan
._____’.-‘5—4‘: 38.2 United States

Median Age

1990 2000 2010 2020
Felch Township 335 37.7 447 46.5
Dickinson County 36.3 40 45.4 47.4
State of Michigan 32.6 35,5 38.9 39.8
United States 329 353 37.2 38.2

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey Estimates

Population pyramids show the number of persons within particular age cohorts, arranged by
gender. In a growing population the bottom of the pyramid should flare out, representing a

higher number of those in the younger cohorts. In a stable population pyramid, the shape is
more representative of a pillar. When the pyramid is inverted, there are fewer persons in the
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younger cohorts to replace those in the older ones, indicating future population loss. Each
cohort’s number of representatives by gender are usually comparable.

Felch Township Dickinson County
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Felch Township’s population pyramid is pillar-shaped; while the stabilized population is

represented by the pillar-shape, there is a higher proportion of older residents, and a lack of
residents between the ages of 20-30. This shape indicates a moderate share of the population
will be aging out of the workforce over the next decade and there may be an increased demand
for services related to aging such as health care, transportation alternatives, assisted care, and
senior-designed housingaccommodations. The lack of young adult residents, particularly young
women, may be reflective of education and job-related opportunities that draw younger

residents to more urban communities, anissue seen across the Upper Peninsula in rural areas.

The retirement age group, representingthose 65 and older in Felch Township, makes up 20.3%
of the population. Including those from 55-65, who can be expected to retire over the next
decade or so, this portion represents nearly 35% of the entire population. Broken down into
groups by like-age cohorts, currently nearly 56% of the population is of working age, 19.5% of
schoolingage, and 4.5% pre-school age. Few persons are represented in the 20-30 age cohort,
in which it is likely that young people attend college or move out of the community on their
own. There are also fewer personsin the youngest cohortsindicatinga possible decrease in the
number of school-age children in the coming years.
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Compared to Dickinson County overall, Felch Township has more professional-age residents,
and slightly more school-age children. While the county has a higher aging population, its
younger cohorts are stabilized, which is predictive of possible future populationloss or little net
change.

2.5 Educational Attainment

Educational and workforce training requirements have been increasing over the past several
decades. Employers are now looking for employees with post-high school education, primarily
due to the complexity of equipment and methods being used in the modern workplace. A
highly trained, educated workforce is an asset in attractingemployers to a community. In Felch
Township, residents over 25 are more likely to have completed high school and some secondary
education than the surrounding area and state, indicating a strong school and social support
system for young people. Over the past 20 years, the number of residents that have pursued
post-high school education has risen 15%.

Educational Attainment of Persons 25 Years and Older, Selected Areas, 2020
Felch Township Dickinson County State of Michigan

Educational Level Number | Percent | Number | Percent Number Percent
Less than 9" Grade 0 0.0% 136 0.7% 186,848 2.7%
9'-12" Grade, No Diploma 15 3.3% 847 4.5% 409,465 6.0%
High School Graduate 166 | 36.2% 6,198 | 33.2% | 1,955654| 28.5%
Some College, No Degree 93 20.3% 4,452 23.9% 1,587,649 23.2%
Associate Degree 103 22.5% 2,470 13.2% 658,927 9.6%
Bachelor’s degree 58 12.7% 3,032 16.3% | 1,251,117 18.3%
Graduate or Professional Degree 23 5.0% 1,523 8.2% 804,014 11.7%
High School Graduate or Higher 443 96.7% 17,675 94.7% 6,257,361 91.3%
Bachelor’s degree or Higher 81 17.7% 4,555 24.4% 2,055,131 30.0%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey Estimates
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2.6  Household Characteristics

Household characteristics of a community are related to population trends, and can reflect
larger changes in social values, economic conditions, and demographic changes. The Census
Bureau defines a household as all persons who occupy a housing unit (i.e., a single family, one
person livingalone, two or more families living together, or any groups of related or unrelated
personssharingthe same living quarters). Afamily consists of a householder and one or more
personsliving in the same household who are related by birth, marriage or adoption. A non-
family household can be one person living alone, or any combination of people not related by
blood, marriage or adoption.

There were 259 households in Felch Township estimated through the 2020 American
Community Survey. Over the past 20 years the number of occupied households and average
household size has decreased; this aligns with the aging population of the township, where
more families have had children come of age and move away from the area, leading to smaller
households. During the same period the number of non-family households have increased in
proportion, indicating that more people are living independently and contributing to the
decline in household size.

Felch Township Household Types, 2000-2020
2000 2010 2020
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Family Households 183 73.2% 230 72.5% 182 | 70.2%
Married Couples 158 63.2% 201 63.4% 165 | 63.7%
Male Householder 15 8.1% 16 5.0% 6| 23%
Female Householder 10 5.5% 13 4.1% 11 | 4.2%
Non-family Households 67 26.8% 87 27.4% 77 | 29.7%
Householder Living Alone 58 23.2% 79 24.9% 32| 12.2%
Householder Living Alone 65+ 27 10.8% 15 4.7% 20 | 7.6%
Total Households 250 100.0% 317 100.0% 259 | 100.0%
Average Household Size 2.65 2.37 2.35

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Compared to Dickinson County, Felch Township has a similar household size (2.17), a greater
number of family households (64.7%), and fewer householders livingalone (29.9%) and over 65
years old (13.3%). In Dickinson County, 19% of those 65 and over are living alone, second only
to Iron County (20.5%) in the Upper Peninsula. These differences suggest that while couple-led
households are continuingto age in place, fewer of those persons who are living alone continue
to live in their homes as they age; possibly seeking senior-friendly living arrangements
elsewhere.

Chapter 2 — Page 10



29 Issues and Opportunities, Population
e The Township’s population has stabilized and experienced minor losses over the past
several decades, reflecting county and regional trends.

The median age of Township residents has increased 38.8% from 1990 to 2020;
additional services for the aging population may be necessary, including public housing
opportunities. Many former area residents return to the Upper Peninsula to retire, or
may live in the area seasonally as “snowbirds”.

Only 3.4% of the Township’s populationisrepresented in the 20-29 age group; this data
may support that college aged individuals and young professionals are more likely to
pursue job opportunities outside of the area.

Felch Township residents over the age of 25 maintain higher rates of earningan
associate degree than reported for the county and state, representing more persons
engaged in employment requiring additional post-high school education.

Householdsize has decreased in Felch Township, most likely due to children aging out of
the household while parents continue to live in place.
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2.10 Area Economy

Central toa community’s stability and growth is its economic base. Two major sectors make up
an economy: a basic or export sector that provides goods and services for markets outside of
the community, and a non-basicsector that provides goods and services for local consumption.
Economic vitality and balance rely heavily on the creation and retention of local basic sector

jobs.

The changesin population of an area are generally closely related to changes in the amount of
economic activityin the area. The segment of the populationthatis most closely related to the
economy is the labor force, which is defined as residents 16 years of age and older, that are
either employed at one or more jobs or are actively seeking employment. The employed
portion of the labor force provides the primary economic support of the total population.

The factors that influence the economic base in a community extend beyond its boundaries,
increasingly so as the effects of the global economy are realized. Therefore, this chapter will
not only include information that is specific to Felch Township, but it will also include
comparative data from the county, region, and state. Much of the economic information
presented is available only at the county level.

Historically the local economy has been closely related to natural resources and natural
features. Ore reserves alongthe Menominee Iron Range were mined in and around the county
following the sinking of the first test pit in 1877. Mining activity continued until about 1945.
Old shaftsthat once provided access for underground mining operations are still visible today.
The proximity and abundance of forest products are an available source of raw material for
area paper mills, lumber mills and the wood products industries. Agriculture, which once
dominated therural landscape, particularly around the Metropolitan area, is a primary source
of income for very few residents.

Tourismis animportantand growingindustry throughout the Upper Peninsula. What was once
a short business season has become year-round due to the popularity of winter sports such as
snowmobiling, downhill and cross-country skiing, ice fishing, and snowshoeing. The area is
abundant with opportunities for hiking, kayaking, canoeing, bird watching, and many other
outdoor activities. Increasingtourism hasresulted in the emergence of new businesses such as
motels, campgrounds, restaurantsand specialty shops and services. Today’s tourists are more
likely to travel frequently, take shorter trips and stay closer to home. Transportation accounts
for the largest portion of the average budget for travel. Places that provide attractions with
historic, cultural, and environmental features have become increasingly popular.
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2.11 Civilian Labor Force Characteristics

The labor force participation rate is an estimate of the number of people aged 16 and older
engaged in the workforce. The American Community Survey estimates that 55.2% of Felch
Township residents were engaged in the workforce in 2020. This is slightly lower than the
national rate from the Federal Reserve pre-COVID-19 pandemic, which was 63.4% in February
2020. The discrepancy may be related to less labor force participation among younger school -
age residents, and a higher than estimated number of early retirees. With the pandemic’s
impact to employment and the subsequent “Great Resignation” of job mobility and early
retirements, along with Felch’s higher portion of retirement-age residents, the current labor
force participation rate in the township is likely to continue to decrease.

Another pandemicoutcome was the impact to childcare services coupled with school closures
which resulted in a portion of parents in the workforce, particularly women, to drop out. Of
Felch Township householdswith children pre-pandemic, the Census Bureau estimated that 76%
in had both parents active in the workforce. It remains to be seen what impact the pandemic
has had on the local workforce composition, and how it may impact long-term employment
trends.

According to the US Census Bureau’s On the Map tool,in 2019 96% of Felch Township residents
were employed in areas outside of the township’s borders. 4% are both residents and
employed in the township, and another 88 people worked within the township, but have
residence outside of it. Over 60% of residentsin the workforce are likely to be employed in the
Iron Mountain-Kingsford urban area, or in adjacent Sagola Township. An outcome of the
COVID-19 pandemicwas the surge of remote work options; data is insufficient to determine if
there have been residents working remotely from their homes in the township, and a lack of
sufficientinternet or availability in rural areas may not make it feasible for many. Remote work
is onthe rise nationally and the expansion of available high-speedinternet service to new areas
of the Upper Peninsula could raise interest in the area for remote workers seeking to live in the
rural countryside.

2.12 Employment by Industry Group

The three leading employment sectors for Felch Township are education, health and social
services; manufacturing; and construction. The presence of North Dickinson School creates the
likelihood of a higher percentage of employees in the education field in the area, and large
health providers in Iron Mountain, Escanaba, and Marquette are also regional employment
draws. Large manufacturers in Iron Mountain-Kingsford and Louisiana-Pacific in Sagola
Township have attracted additional residents. The average resident in the workforce commutes
about 32 minutes to their place of employment, which is approximately the travel time from
Felch to the industrial area of Iron Mountain-Kingsford.
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Major employers in Felch Township include MVA Enterprises (logging), Jacobson Logging, the
Dickinson County Road Commission, North Dickinson Schools, and Solberg’s (bar/restaurant).
There are a number of small businesses presentin the township as well, mostly engaged in the
tourism and agriculture sectors. Dickinson County’s diverse economy provides employment
opportunitiesfor many Felch Township residents. Some major employers in Dickinson County
include: Billerud Paper Corporation (paper products), Marshfield Medical Center-Dickinson
(hospital), Sagola Hardwoods (hardwood lumber), MJ Electric (electrical contractor), Louisiana
Pacific (building products), Grede Foundries Inc. (ferrous metals), BOSS Snowplow
(manufacturing), Systems Control (electronics), and CCl Systems (telecommunications).

Employment by Broad Economic Division, Selected Areas, 2020
Felch Township Dickinson State of
County Michigan
Broad Economic Division Number Percent Percent Percent
Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries and Mining 21 7.6% 2.3% 1.1%
Construction 25 9.0% 6.6% 5.5%
Manufacturing 69 24.8% 17.1% 18.6%
Transportation and Public Utilities 22 7.9% 7.1% 4.4%
Wholesale Trade - - 2.0% 2.4%
Retail Trade 18 6.5% 10.2% 10.7%
Information 1 0.4% 1.8% 1.3%
Finance, Insurance & Real Estate 2.2% 5.6% 5.6%
Professional & Management Service 18 6.5% 6.0% 9.7%
Educational, Health and Social Service 76 27.3% 25.9% 23.4%