
 

 

Minutes January 2nd, 2023 

Supervisor Mattson called to order the regular meeting of the Felch Township board at 6:00 p.m.  All in 

attendance stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll call was conducted and all board members; G. Wille, D. Dixon, M. Steinbrecher, R. Mattson and D. 

Oman were present.  No one was absent.  Also in attendance was Chris Moore, Circle Power, Mr. Eric 

Wickman of Iron Mountain area, Becky Pollack Cemetery Sexton, Eva Carlson and Pam Miller of the local 

Archives Club, Mr. Jim Harris of the Dickinson County Road Commission. 

Citizens Time – Mr. Wickman addressed the board and provided information to the board about other 

solar sites around the country.   Eva Carlson and Pam Miller informed the board that they have a large 

amount of old newspapers 100’s of them from 1948-1963 that were donated to the group.  They are 

sorting through them and picking out articles related to our area.  They wanted to know if the township 

had a desire and the room to store the non-related articles.  It was decided that they should dispose of 

the excess because those same papers are available through the library and a museum. 

The agenda was reviewed and approved on a motion from D. Dixon supported by D. Oman.  All voted in 

favor, opposed none. 

Minutes of Dec 2022 board meeting.  D. Dixon made a motion to approve the minutes.  Supported by G. 

Wille.  All voted in favor, opposed no one the minutes were approved. 

Treasures Report. D. Oman made a motion to accept the treasures report and place on file.  Supported 

by D. Dixon.  All voted in favor, opposed no one the motion was approved. 

Review and payment of bills.  The visa account and Home Depot charges were reviewed in addition to 

the other bills.  D. Dixon made a motion to pay the bills.  Supported by G. Wille.  All voted in favor, no 

none was opposed the motion was approved. 

Fire Department Report.  Chief Anderson was not at the meeting but reported to the clerk that the 

department responded to two lift assists for the ambulance service.  He still needs applications for new 

fire fighters. 

Custodians Report.  Brittany Olson has been cleaning and Gary Johnson has been plowing and sidewalk 

clearing in Johns absence.  He will be getting surgery and will plow between when the truck comes back 

from repairs and he goes in for surgery.  He does not know when that will be yet.   The stove ordered 

from Petersons still has not been delivered.  WDM Enterprises came on site and completed the boiler 

CSD-1 annual inspections.  The pickup was towed into Florene Ford because it would not start. 

Cemetery Report.  Becky reported that she has had trouble with Norway Marble and Granite when 

placing head markers and not providing enough advanced notice for marking graves.   After discussion 

of other cemetery related issues / questions, Supervisor Mattson scheduled a special meeting to go over 

review and revising the Cemetery Ordinance as may be needed.  The meeting is schedule for 

Wednesday Jan 11th, 2023, at 6:00 pm at the community center. 

Parks and Recreational.  No report.  Supervisor Mattson reports that John Benzie has requested that two 

board members meet with him and a contractor on January 20th at 11 a.m. to get proposals for lighting 

on the baseball field and possibly include in a grant request.  Mattson and Dixon volunteered to meet 



 

 

with him.  D. Oman commented that so long as it is not a proposal for installation or purchase because 

we have not approved or reviewed any of the projects listed on the new plan yet.   Getting budget 

estimates for a possible future project is a good thing to have along with hopefully the estimated costs 

to maintain and operate lights for when the board considers projects. 

Jim Harris from the DCRC provided budget planning estimates for rework on the Six Mile Lake Road.  The 

estimates are for 3,800 feet the budget estimates are $250,000.00 $187,720.50 for the townships cost 

and $62,573.50 DCRC contribution, and 6,400 feet $398,981.00 with $299,235.75 the townships cost 

and $99,745.25.    Mr. Harris stated that he does not believe that the DCRC has enough funds to match 

the project at 6400 feet that the township has requested.  D. Oman asked Mr. Harris if the township 

were to contribute the $32,000.00 difference on behalf of the DCRC if we can get 6400 feet completed.  

This would change the townships share of the project to an estimated $332,000.00 and DCRC 

$62,500.00.  Mr. Harris stated that the budget that they have to spend on cost share projects will be 

discussed between all the townships at a meeting so a decision can be made between the townships 

and the DCRC on where to spend the DCRC matching funds and which projects to undertake.  

Approve 2023 Central UP Rallies  D. Dixon moved to authorize dependent upon the County’s approval.  

Supported by G. Wille All voted in favor, opposed no one. 

Grant writing proposals per adoption of the Recreation Plan through the DNR. 

Board of Review.  R. Mattson recommended reappointing of William Cook and Rebecca Webber Pollack 

to the Board of Review and authorized to attend the BOR training at the Bark River Casino Feb 8th.  2023.  

Supported D. Oman, all voted in favor, no one opposed the recommendation is approved. 

Communications from Supervisor Mattson.  Felch, Norway and Sagola Townships had a conference call 

with O’dea, Nordeen & Pickens.  Attorneys out of Marquette concerning the proposed Solar Farm at the 

Groveland on the 20th of December.  This firm is also working with Marquette with their Solar Farm.  The 

following items were discussed.   

Setting up of escrow funds for the three townships. 

Type of zoning permits (Common or otherwise) 

Decommissioning Proposal 

Review Tax Payment guarantee meeting state requirements. 

Review wording of possible proposed referendum’s. 

Assure that the DNR is in agreement with all as the proposed solar farm is also on state land. 

Assure the company cannot use ?? tax deferral laws. 

What happens if panels are upgraded during the 30 year tax guarantee.  Should the guarantee be 

upgraded on a yearly, 5 year or 10 year basis. 

Mattson is sure additional items will come into play as things progress. 

 



 

 

Mattson also reported that the Felch Township Planning Committee will be meeting at the Felch 

Township Community Center on January 18th, 2023 at 6 p.m. 

Citizens Time:  Mr. Wickman asked if a Zoning Permit was required and Wind Permit – Do we need to 

add conditional permit for Solar?  Do we have to add an amendment to the current zoning ordinance for 

Solar? 

D. Dixon – discussion on the dump closing early last Saturday.  Everything was overflowing early on due 

to the holidays and increase in garbage.  It was suggested that we have our attendant question people 

who are likely not from our area and are dumping at Felch because we don’t charge for garbage 

dumping. 

D Oman.  His family rented the township hall for a Christmas party and the big kitchen was left dirty.  

The kitchen range is covered with grease, the hood was greasy, the burners are dirty, the refrigerator 

was dirty the dishwashing sinks were dirty.  DISCA did not have its stuff put away.  The salad bar was in 

the kitchen, metal shelfs were left on top of the stainless-steel food prep tables.  Mrs. Harder contacted 

Oman and he told them in advance that the hall has been rented every weekend through mid-February.   

All the township owned utensils were locked up in drawers that the board previously said they could not 

put locks on.  Something needs to be done.  Oman suggested that have our employee clean up the 

kitchen and increase the rental rate to cover the townships cost of cleaning and putting stuff away.  

Supervisor Mattson stated he was going to try and arrange  a meeting between the local center, DISCA 

Management and the Township Board. 

All departments have been contacted and asked to submit budget requests and project ideas to the 

township board prior to the February regular meeting. 

Handout from the MTA conference in Bark River in 2021 was discussed and recommended reading.  D. 

Oman will get each board member their own copy. 

D. Oman reported that he is still unable to get the response to the Treasury Department regarding our 

response to deficiencies noted on our last audit.  We are only allowed to submit it on-line and cannot 

get logged into the account.  Voice mail and email messages have been sent requesting help in getting 

logged into the account. 

Jacob Strauss contacted D. Oman and stated he is thinking about starting a business where he would 

pickup trash from Felch Township Residents and haul it to the dump for them on dump days.  Charging 

the residents who subscribe to his service.  Oman told him that as long as it is Felch Township Residents 

and all rules regarding dumping apply, then he could see no problem  Art Mattson years ago offered the 

same service to people in Felch Township. 

No further business being properly brought before the board, D. Dixon made a motion to adjourn 

supported by G. Wille.  All voted in favor the board adjourned at 7:18 p.m. 

 

Darrell J. Oman 
Felch Township Clerk 
 


