
 

 

Meeting Minutes April 7th, 2025 

Supervisor Mattson called the regular meeting of the Felch Township Board to order at 6:00 
p.m. All in attendance stood and recited The Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

Roll Call was conducted and all board members; Wille, Dixon, Steinbrecher, Oman and 
Mattson were present.  No one was absent.   Citizens, Mrs. Roger (Becky) Nord (V.P.) and 
Mrs. Lisa Casey, (President)  both from the Tri-Twp Sr. Citizens Site Council, were also 
present. 

Supervisor Mattson recognized the Tri-Twp Sr. Site Council.  Both Becky and Lisa provided 
information to the township board.  In light of DICSA announcing that it will cease to 
provide Sr. Citizen programs and services from Felch effective April 30th, 2025. The Tri-Twp 
Site Council is planning to continue congregate meals and in person home delivered 
meals.  They have met with the Dickinson County Controller requesting funds collected 
from the Sr. Citizens millage in Felch, Breen and West Branch Townships.  The Site Council 
requested that the township lend its support and financial resources to allow them to 
continue operations.  D. Oman made a motion to rescind the township boards financial 
support previously agreed upon to pay half the costs of a dishwasher to be installed.  The 
amount agreed upon was estimated at $3,000.00.  D. Dixon supported.  D. Oman moved 
that the Felch Township Board purchase equipment, kitchen utensils, pots, pans, serving 
trays, stand mixer.  So that the township owns the things necessary to operate and cook in 
the kitchen.  The items will be available for the site council as well as the public who rent 
our facilities and we don’t run into this situation down the road.  Motion supported by M. 
Steinbrecher.  All voted in favor, no one is opposed.  The site council is instructed to 
compile a list of needs for the kitchen so that they can be ordered and received in time.  
The site council requested a waiver of rental fees for the site council to use the facilities 3 
days per week, the same as the current schedule.  M. Steinbrecher moved to approve the 
request, supported by D. Dixon. All voted in favor, no one was opposed.  The motion 
passed.  The board questioned the site council if they are a 501(c ) 3 nonprofit, or how they 
are organized.  The site council was unsure.  It was requested that they provide copies of 
Articles of Organization along with the organization’s FEIN number. This needs to be 
clarified before the township can contribute funds directly to the organization.   Once that 
information is provided to the township board along with SOP’s or Articles of Organization, 
budgets are completed then the township board will review and upon approval of the 
township board, communicate with the Dickinson County board as well as other local 
jurisdictions. 

Citizens Time- No one responded to the call. 



 

 

The agenda was reviewed and approved on a motion by D. Dixon supported by G. Wille.  All 
voted in favor. 

Approve minutes as written for the Regular Meeting held March 3rd, 2025.  G. Wille moved 
second by D. Dixon.  All voted in favor. 

Approve minutes as written for the Special Meeting March 10th, 2025, G. Wille moved, 
seconded by D. Dixon.  All voted in favor. 

Approve minutes as written for the Special Meeting March 18, 2025, G. Wille moved, 
seconded by D. Dixon.  All voted in favor. 

The treasures report was reviewed. D. Oman moved to accept the report and place on file.  
Support D. Dixon. All voted in favor. 

Review and payment of bills including charges to the Visa and Home Depot credit card 
accounts. It was noted that WE Energies is still charging 6% Sales Tax on some but not all 
electric bills.  The township is tax exempt, and energy if it is taxable is taxed at 4% in 
Michigan not 6%.  Oman still working to resolve this.   G. Wille moved to pay the bills. 
Seconded by D. Dixon.  Al voted in favor. 

Fire Department Report.  No report given. 

Custodians Report.  Jim Collier continues to fill in doing just the minimums until we know 
the status of Mr. Fuchs.  Mr. Fuchs continues to schedule and coordinate rentals and 
vendor orders and deliveries.  Oman has been plowing snow.  Woodward was hired to plow 
the dump when needed and the Twp truck was broken down. 

Cemetery Report.  The US Flagpole should be replaced prior to Memorial Day.  Oman 
reports that an idea came up of installing flags for all branches of the military on the sides 
of the US Flag.  More information to come.  A couple of local veterans are looking into it and 
will report back.   D. Oman will order new flags for the township, this includes 5x8 flags for 
the four flagpoles, Flags for the graves, Flags for the avenue of flags at the cemetery.  
Goober also mentioned that we need more of the Veteran Grave Flag holders.  Hopefully 
this can all be received before Memorial Day.  The Gravestone for Henry “Hank” Duffy Civil 
War Veteran is on order and expected to be delivered in the next few weeks. 

Supervisor Mattson recommends Eric VanSlooten to be reappointed to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals for another 3-year term expiring April 7, 2028. D. Oman moved to accept the 
recommendation, supported by Dixon.  All voted in favor.  Oman will issue oath of office. 

Supervisor Mattson recommends Paul Schuiteman be reappointed to the Planning 
Commission for another 3-year term expiring April 7, 2028.  Oman moved to confirm the 



 

 

recommendation and appointment.  Supported by D. Dixon, all voted in favor, opposed 
none.  D. Oman will issue the Oath of Office.  

D. Oman presented a meeting schedule for fiscal year 2025 – 2026.  G. Wille moved to set 
the meeting schedule as written.  Support, Dixon, all voted in favor, 

Unanimous approval a letter of support for Highland pursuit of the BEAD grant.  Oman will 
submit to Highland. 

Status of John Fuchs.  We do not have a medical clearance for him to return to work.  He is 
only coordinating rentals and vendor orders and deliveries.  Repairs and maintenance.  
Oman suggested that we be prepared to replace him because grounds work mowing etc... 
will be staring very soon and baseball games are starting etc.… Maybe hire someone to do 
the cleaning inside, someone to do the grounds work outside and have him available to 
transition?  Either way we need to be prepared by next month’s meeting. 

Recreation Committee recommendation for bids for pickle ball courts.  Oman reports that 
as soon as the snow is gone and we can go in there with a transit the though is now that 
Woodword will setup forms, the township purchase the concrete, pour the slab. Then 
purchase nets and basketball backboards and use volunteers to install and stripe the 
court.  Next fiscal year install the chain link fencing. 

Solberg Houses and Bar fire update.  Mattson provided an update that Mr. Smith stated that 
an attorney has been hired by Mr. Smith to deal with insurance company.  Oman pointed 
out that the house that is damaged and partially standing is not just an eyesore it is 
dangerous. If Mr. Smith is not prepared to or does not have the ability to clean up the site or 
at least make it safe, then can the township hire someone to go over then and knock it 
down so that it does not collapse and someone or something gets hurt, or damaged?   D. 
Dixon commented that the basement hole is a hazard as well.  Can we ask Mr. Smith to 
place a fence around it or can the township have it fenced in and put a lien on the property 
for the cost of bringing the building down and the construction of a fence?  Oman 
requested that the board set deadlines for action by either Mr. Smith or the Township 
Board.  Mr. Mattson will meet with Mr. Smith to discuss. 

Oman reports that the required COVID fund assurances reporting is projected to be 
completed the second week of this month.  If not completed by April 30th the Federal 
Government will require that the grant be repaid.  We needed to get our SAM.gov account 
reactivated, a UEI number assigned to the township.  This took a couple of weeks to 
complete, we can now work on the report. 



 

 

Superintendent of Breitung has corresponded with all municipalities that he has applied for 
the Tire Grant through EGLE.  Felch Township should contact him if we choose to 
participate. 

Supervisor Mattson provided a copy of correspondence from Mr. Eric Wickman of Vulcan 
about the DNR’s lease agreement with Circle Power LLC. 

Citizens Time was offered and no one responded to the call. 

Board Member Privilege: 

Oman reported that he discovered a FOIA request in with the payables.  Nothing on the 
envelope indicated it was a FOIA, Regardless Oman has contacted the requestor and 
explained.  The FOIA request is for a large amount of information.  It will take time to 
assemble, then copy.  Bonnie is going to be needed to help with sorting and assembling 
paperwork we received a FOIA request that the township should have responded to by April 
1st, 2025. 

Due to the new FOIA request and the APRP fund (Covid) reporting Brittany Olson has been 
helping to assemble the information for the new website so that it gets completed. 

R. Mattson- Dennis Hamby states that the heat is not being left on at the dump building so 
it is not the reason for such high electric bills up there. 

D. Dixon there is a camper trailer set up behind the old gas station. 

M. Steinbrecher.  Last couple of years we have donated to the Little League organization 
rather than individual teams.  Oman reports that we have not received anything from them 
yet.  Steinbrecher suggested the same amount be donated if requested.  All board 
members agreed. 

No further business before the board, G. Wille moved to adjourn, supported by D. Dixon.  
All voted in favor and the meeting adjourned at 7:13 p.m. 

 

 

Darrell J. Oman 
Felch Township Clerk 


