
 

 

Minutes February 3, 2025 

The regular meeting of the Felch Township Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by 
Supervisor Mattson.  All in attendance stood and recited The Pledge of Allegiance to the 
Flag. 

Roll Call was conducted and all members, Wilie, Dixon, Steinbrecher, Oman and Mattson 
were present.  No one was absent.  Also attending the meeting:  Chris Moore, Circle Power, 
Brian Anderson, Fire Chief, John Benzie, Felch Baseball, and Joey Wickman of Felch, 

Citizens Time was offered.  

Mr. Benzie updated the board on baseball legion tournaments June 27th – 29th. Labor Day 
tournament, and North Dickinson Schools is planning to hold MHSAA district and regional 
tournaments at the Felch Field. Sometime around the end of May early June.  TBD.   The 
Felch Baseball organization and the Township Board will meet to setup a field lease, 
conditions etc.…  The group also requested permission to remove the current visitor’s 
dugout and have a new one constructed.   The group will provide specifications /drawing of 
the proposed dugout to the township board. 

Mr. Moore updated the board on the Solar Utility Project.  Groveland 1, road work and some 
site preparations are planned to begin in 2026, and the Solar Utility Site construction is 
planned to start in 2027-2028. They are exploring a possible expansion of the currently 
permitted site (Groveland 2)   The expansion would be in Sagola and Felch Townships.  It 
will be about 6-8 months before they will be ready to talk to the Felch Planning Commission 
about the project. 

Agenda was reviewed and approved on a motion by Dixon, Supported by Wille. 

The minutes of the January regular meeting were reviewed and moved by Wille, supported 
by Dixon, to approve the minutes as written.  All voted in favor, no one opposed. 

Treasures Report was reviewed and accepted on a motion by Oman supported by Dixon. All 
voted in favor, no one opposed. 

Payment of Bills, bills were presented and discussed, including the townships visa and 
Home Depot credit card accounts.  Steinbrecher moved to approve paying of the bills, 
supported by Dixon, all voted in favor, no one was opposed. 

Fire Department Report: Chief Anderson reported that the department responded to one 
call for a smoke filled cabin.  Mr. John Anderson and Mr. Tim Pollack are enrolled in and 
attend firefighter certification classes.  That the only day fireworks are available is July 5th 
and the parade is scheduled for Noon July 4th in Felch the normal parade route, so the 



 

 

township will need to apply for a highway closure permit. Mattson inquired if anyone heard 
anything from Breen.  No one has, authorized Anderson to contract for fireworks and 
approved Felch parade, clerk will apply to MDOT for road closure for the parade. 

Custodian Report:   

Mr. Fuchs is now home from in-patient physical rehab.  He does not know when he will be 
physically able to return and do all of his work.  John stated that he plans to return to work 
when able.  He has a doctor’s appointment follow-up next week and is doing physical 
therapy.  Oman reports that he has been using who ever has been available to fill in. Jim 
Collier is willing to do the daily custodial tasks including keeping the sidewalks clear as 
long as he just has to do the work and is not involved in any of the scheduling.  John is still 
scheduling hall rentals, coordinating outside services, such as CSD-1 Boiler inspections 
that are scheduled, is providing phone support to those cleaning the hall, and answering 
questions.  The Fire/Carbon Monoxide detector failed, a new one was ordered, the DICSA 
staff can’t find Emmy Lou’s keys, so the door lock and deadbolt were changed, the dry 
storage room we will have to replace that knob, we have been unable to find key blanks to 
get more keys made.  Tuck lost the padlock for the dump gate.  Oman will work on getting 
more keys and padlocks that are keyed like the locks used now. The large sink in the big 
kitchen was plugged and water would not drain. Norway Springs will be on site this 
Wednesday to evaluate our water and recommend what needs to be installed to correct 
the silt and hardness of the water.  Kleiman agrees that the well is being tasked too much 
filling fire trucks and watering the baseball field, this is contributing to the sand/silt in the 
water.  John will coordinate hauling in scrap metal when needed etc.… Oman asked how do 
we pay John?  It was suggested that we pay him his regular salary but deduct from his 
salary the hourly rates we pay other people.  The board agreed that they will make it fair for 
all involved. 

Cemetery Report – None 

Parks and Recreation – The committee is recommending that the proposed pickle ball 
court be installed on the old asphalt site.  The original idea was one pickle ball court on the.  
However, the surface area that is currently black topped is large enough for two courts.  The 
committee is recommending that the project includes two pickle ball courts, and one side 
would also have basketball hoops with a removable pickle ball net. The side without 
basketball hoops should have a permanent net installed so that it can be raised or lowered 
allowing the pickle ball court to be used for pickle ball or bad mitten. When finished it can 
be used for two pickle ball courts at the same time, or one pickle ball and one bad mitten or 
bad mitten or pickle ball and one side for basketball at the same time.  It makes the area 
available for more than one pickle ball game at a time.    The specifications are given out 



 

 

and bids requested.  Initial budget numbers look like about $40,000.00 to complete the 
new larger courts.  The grant funds remaining is around $$15,000.00 so the township board 
would need to commit for the balance of project funds.   The committee is asking if the 
board feels they would support the project by knowing the costs before more planning and 
seeking bids.  The plan is to request both for concrete and asphalt bids, and 10’ chain link 
fencing with gates be another separate bid / project.   It was the consensus of the board to 
support the project and approved seeking bids based on the committee’s court 
recommendations. The board will look at the costs at the budget workshops next month.  
The volleyball court completion will be completed in the spring and will be completed with 
two work bee’s Concrete work and topsoil.  The committee also discussed baseball field 
improvements including water and electric Jeff was asked to put together a master plan so 
that everyone can be on the same page of everything that needs to be done.  Meeting 
minutes are available. 

DICSA, The Sr. Site Council and township agreement/duties/expectations.  It had not been 
completed; John was in patient rehab.  This is a good project for him to undertake in the 
next few weeks. 

Dishwasher installation in the big kitchen update: None 

Resolution authorizing the conveyance of property number 003-179-019-10 was read and 
Dixon made a motion to adopt Resolution number 02032025-1.  Willie seconded the 
motion.  Supervisor Mattson conducted a roll call vote.  Dixon, yes, Wilie, yes, Steinbrecher, 
Yes, Mattson, Yes, Oman abstained because he is related to the purchasers of the property.  
Supervisor Mattson declared the resolution adopted with immediate effect.  Supervisor 
Mattson signed the Quit-Claim deed which was notarized by Marilyn M. Steinbrecher.  The 
deed will be recorded and copies provided for the parties.  The clerk will handle those 
duties. 

Update on Toro Grant.  Oman reports that the grant request was submitted to Toro 
Company before the deadline.  We don’t expect to hear anything back for a while. 

Status of replacing / installing valves in the water lines.  Oman reports that he has not 
contacted anyone to take on the project.  Oman will try and get estimates to review and 
possibly schedule as a project in the next fiscal year. 

Supervisor Mattson updated the board about his discussions with Woodward Contracting a 
follow up from our last board meeting.   Mattson reports that Woodward will spread 
Township owned salt that is currently stored at the County Salt storage that was purchased 
by the township.  Oman estimates about 10 tons maybe less is still there.   Woodward will 
invoice the township $75.00 for spreading the salt.  The Dickinson County Road 



 

 

Commission and the North Dickinson County Schools have agreed to load Woodward 
when it is needed.   Woodwards quote of $150.00 to provide and spread sand/salt mixture 
on the hardpacked surfaces such as the road up to and through the recycling center when 
and as needed.  His response time will be an hour after called and is on an as needed 
basis, including early mornings, evenings, and weekends. 

The township owned Boss sand and salt spreader that is currently mounted on a school 
owned pickup and is part of a partnership agreement between the school board and the 
township board.  The pickup is all rusted out. The school contacted Supervisor Mattson 
and expressed that the school board no longer wants to partner with the township. In 
accordance with the agreement the school board has provided notice to the township with 
its intent to end the agreement.   The school owns the pickup, and the township owns the 
spreader.  The school board has expressed an interest in buying the Boss Spreader. 
Supervisor Mattson is going to try and work out an agreeable price. 

A motion to adopt ACT 495, was made by Dixon and seconded by Wille.  All voted in favor, 
no one was opposed. The clerk will draft a resolution and send it to each board member 
prior to the March board meeting so that all board members have time to review it and if 
approved the resolution can be adopted at the next board meeting. 

Board Member Privilege. 

D. Oman, The FCC License for Fire and Ambulance has been renewed, and the cost will be 
added to the TTAA account to be repaid by them.  WE Energies cost for the Community 
Center was doubled this past month Oman will try and find out why the consumption was 
doubled; therefore, the cost was double.  In addition to the increased consumption, an 
error was found where WE Energies charged the township 6% sales tax on two of the 
township’s electric accounts.  The township should be tax exempt and the sales tax rate for 
energy in the state is 4% not 6%.  Tammy Mattson, formerly of Felch now lives in Breen is 
asking that the rental fees be waived for a fund raiser she is organizing for the County Dive 
Search and Rescue Team.  The team operates under the Dickinson County Sheriff 
Department.  D. Oman moved to approve the request.  Supported by G. Wille.  All voted in 
favor of the request is approved.  Tammy Mattson is still responsible for ensuring rules are 
followed and cleanup is completed as per the rental contract rules.  Reminder that the 
board should meet in early March for budget workshops.  All board members and 
departments should be prepared to submit budget items to the workshop when scheduled 
for next fiscal year. 

Mattson asked for an update with the IRS / Social Security assessment of payroll taxes.  
Oman stated that he mailed certified return receipt requested a letter disputing the tax 



 

 

estimates, penalties and interest.  A copy was provided to each board member via email.  
We have not received any response, nor have we received a receipt from the post office for 
delivery.  In addition to disputing the taxes, the letter requested that a representative be 
assigned to audit all payroll taxes so that this comes to an end.  We will travel for a meeting, 
or an on-site audit is preferred.  The township has been getting notices all the way back to 
the 2012 tax year.  

Dixon.  Something needs to be done with the burned-out buildings downtown Felch.  It has 
gone on long enough. The owners need to get this completed it is unsightly and dangerous 
the partially standing building could collapse.   M. Steinbrecher stated that the owner of the 
old Renold Solberg house recently contacted her to pay the property taxes and is under the 
impression that the insurance company has paid her for the house damages.  Supervisor 
Mattson will follow up.  

Citizen’s time was offered.  No one responded to the call. 

No further business being brought before the board, Supervisor Mattson requested a 
motion to adjourn the meeting.  Dixon moved, Wille seconded, all voting in favor. No one 
opposed the meeting adjourned at 7:08 p.m. 

 
Darrell J. Oman 
Felch Township Clerk 
 


