
 

 

Minutes February 6, 2023 

Supervisor Mattson called to order the regular meeting of the Felch Township Board at 6:00 p.m.  All of 

those in attendance stood and recited The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Roll call was conducted and all board members; G. Wille, D. Dixon, M. Steinbrecher, R. Mattson and D. 

Oman were present.  No one was absent. 

Also present at the meeting:  Chris Moore of Circle Power, Rebecca Pollack, Cemetery Sexton and Mr. 

Harwell of the Solberg Lake Road. 

The agenda was reviewed and approved on a motion from Oman supported by Dixon. 

The budget was reviewed.  On a motion by Dixon supported by Wille amended the current fiscal year 

budget in several cost centers.  All board members voted Aye; no one voted No, the motion to amend 

the budget with an effective of 2/6/2023 was approved. 

The minutes of the regular meeting January 2nd and the special meeting January 11th, 2023 were 

approved on a motion from Wille supported by Steinbrecher.  All voted in favor, opposed no one the 

motion was approved. 

Treasures report was presented.  On a motion by Oman supported by Dixon to accept and place on file.  

All voted in favor, no one opposed the motion was approved. 

Review and payment of the bills.  The Visa and Home Depot credit card accounts were reviewed along 

with the other bills.  Steinbrecher made a motion to pay the bills, supported by Dixon.  All voted in favor, 

no one opposed the motion was approved. 

Fire Department Report:  Oman reported that Chief Anderson was unable to attend the meeting but 

called ahead of time with a report that the department responded to one chimney fire.  He is also 

requesting permission to purchase portable rechargeable lighting at a cost that he estimates will not 

exceed $700.00 and he is requesting that the clerk pickup some shelving and a cabinet for the fire hall.  

Steinbrecher made a motion to approve the purchase of all the chiefs’ requests.  Motion was supported 

by Dixon.  All voted in favor, no one opposed the requests were approved. 

Custodians Report,  None however Oman reports that Mr. Fuchs has been plowing but is tentatively 

scheduled for surgery the latter part of February. Brittany continues to clean empty trash, coordinate 

rentals.  She also has the calendar back on the web site  Goober continues to do the snow blowing and 

shoveling/salting of the sidewalks. 

Cemetery Report:  Becky states that it is frozen.  Nothing to report.  All board members were given a 

copy of the handout for cemetery training and a sample ordinance from the MTA training conference. 

This is for them review prior to the next meeting about the cemetery ordinance.  

Supervisor Mattson recommended a special combined meeting with the Parks and Rec Committee to 

discuss grant applications with the possibility of having CUPPAD present to discuss applying for grants.  

Supervisor Mattson recommended we hire CUPPAD to apply for the grants.  He said that Julia has to to 

possibly write a grant application and the rate is $75.00 per hour.  Oman suggested that we have the 

meeting with them after we finish our budget workshop so we know what kind of matching funds are 



 

 

available.  However suggested that we notify CUPPAD that we want to use their grant writing services so 

they are prepared to assist us.  Mattson will contact CUPPAD. 

Tax Deadline Extend.  M. Steinbrecher made a motion to extend the Felch Township tax collection 

deadline to the last day of February 2023.  Wille supported the motion.  All voted in favor, no one was 

opposed the motion was approved.  

Appointment to the Tri-Township Ambulance Authority.  Supervisor Mattson recommended that 

Himself and Steinbrecher be re-appointed to a term on the Tri-Township Ambulance Authority expiring 

January 2025 with Jaquilene Schemmel to serve as an alternate for Felch Township.  Oman made a 

motion to accept Mattson’s recommendation, Supported by Dixon.  All voted in favor, no one was 

opposed. The appointments were approved. 

Supervisor Mattson provided verbal and written information as the result of a meeting that he attended 

along with Dixon. They met with John Benzie and Jeremy Bellile from BNH Lighting.  At John Benzie 

request, the lighting contractor drafted and provided a Budgetary Quote for installing lighting on the big 

baseball field, additional lighting for the baseball field parking lot and RV Electrical connections behind 

the small baseball field.  They noted that such a project if undertaken may be eligible for a grant to help 

pay for it. The chances if applied for was estimated to be 1 and 30.  Oman recommended that the 

township board review the Park and Rec plan that we approved at the last meeting during out budget 

meetings to ensure that we are working on and set the project priorities based on the input from the 

public review, the Rec Committee recommendations.  We will need an idea of what we plan to do when 

we work on our budget.  All board members agreed that we now have a better estimate of lighting 

should the decide to purse it.  Again, the board would welcome a joint meeting of the Parks and Rec / 

Township board including having the Rec Committee attend the townships budget workshops to provide 

more input in the budget process.   As Supervisor Mattson pointed out time is short because the grant 

application deadline is April 1, 2023. 

Supervisor Mattson called for a Special Board Meeting to be held on Saturday February 18th, 2023, at 

7:30 a.m.  The purpose of the meeting is a Budget Workshop for next fiscal year 4/1/2023 – 3/31/2024.  

The clerk will post the meeting as required. 

Supervisor Mattson reported that the Planning Commission will be meeting at the Felch Township 

Community Center on Wednesday February 22nd, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. 

Citizens Time: 

Mr. Harwell addressed the board.  He complimented the board on the townships web site and having it 

updated.  Next Mr. Harwell expressed his concern over logging that is occurring north of Solbergs Lake 

and the damage the truck traffic may cause to the asphalt on the Solbergs Lake road.  Mr. Harwell noted 

that it is already starting to deteriorate.  Supervisor Mattson stated that he will look into his concerns 

with the Dickinson County Road Commission. 

Mr. Moore addressed the board and provided some clarifications.  He stated that Circle Power is looking 

to have approval of the Zoning Administrator or the Planning Commission to submit an application for 

Conditional Use.  It is not approval to build the project they are asking for approval to apply.  Mr. Moore 

also stated that the companies attorney will be sending a letter to Supervisor Mattson.  Mr. Moore 

stated that they do not believe that the project will need a zoning change because the Solar project and 



 

 

wind projects are the same and we already have zoning that allows for a wind project.   Oman asked Mr. 

Moore what would happen to the project if Felch Township does not approve the project.  Mr. Moore 

stated they will build it in Norway and Sagola Townships.  Oman stated that he was of the understanding 

that Norway was going to have a public vote on the project because of a petition.  Mr. Moore stated 

that they did not get enough signatures in Norway. 

Board Member Privilege: 

Dixon questioned the dump and making sure everything is in the dumpsters, he noted that when he 

arrived someone had placed stuff in the dumpsters that did not belong in the dumpsters and cardboard 

that was not broken down taking up a lot of space.  Supervisor Mattson has drafted a letter to address 

with the attendant what is expected of him.  Also Mattson is waiting for Oman to provide him with a 

copy of the job description so that it can be included in the correspondence.  

 

Steinbrecher.  Wants to know about the previous discussion about replacing the plastic tables and 

chairs.  Oman stated that we do have a quote because it was looked into before Mr. Fuchs got sick. He 

will find that information and have if for the next regular board meeting.  

Oman.  Joe Nurmi, CPA will be meeting at 3:00 pm tomorrow to assist in a problem with submitting W2 

and W3 to the federal site.  Looking at our budget process and making recommendations for preventing 

the deficiencies on the audit.  The letter to the Michigan Treasury responding to audit deficiencies was 

finally submitted on-line.  The delay was cause in part the letter to the township instructing us to submit 

the letter on-line provided the wrong URL and the URL directed to has a phone number listed for help 

that is a disconnected phone number.  After several attempts Oman was finally able to get the correct 

web address and submitted the form.   Oman requested permission to hire a plumber to fix two toilets 

that are loose. One in the ladies and one in the men’s.  No one objected.  Oman also asked for 

permission to purchase office chairs with wheels on them for both offices and enough of them to go 

around the table in the board room.  The current chairs are ruining the carpet in the township office.  No 

one objected, Mattson said yes order them.  Oman asked if anyone has heard from LaForce about 

installing the approved new ADA access for the community center.  No one has so Oman will contact 

them again.  Oman asked if we have heard from Carey about cleaning the walls in the restrooms so that 

we can get the upgrades completed in there.  Mattson reported that he has not heard back from them.  

Oman asked when the Road Commission and townships will be meeting, at our last board meeting Mr. 

Harris of the DCRC said it will be in February.  Supervisor Mattson said he has not heard from them yet. 

No further business being brought before the board, D. Oman made a motion to adjourn at 7:33 pm. 

The motion was supported by Wille.  All voted in favor.  Supervisor Mattson adjourned the meeting. 

 

Darrell J. Oman 
Felch Township Clerk 
 


