
 

 

Minutes July 1, 2024 

The regular meeting of the Felch Township Board was called to order by Supervisor Mattson 
at 6:00 p.m.  All in attendance stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Roll call was conducted and all members, G. Willie, D. Dixon, M. Steinbrecher, R. Mattson 
and D. Oman were present.  No one was absent.  Also attending the meeting was Mr. John 
Benzie of Iron Mountain, Fire Chief Brian Anderson and Mr. Chris Moore of Circle Power. 

Citizens Time was opened.  Mr. Benzie was recognized.  Mr. Benzie informed the board that 
a group has formed a 501 (c ) 3 Non-Profit Organization for the purpose of supporting 
baseball programs in Felch Township. The name of the organization is Felch Baseball.   The 
township will meet soon with the group to come up with an agreement for the group’s use 
of the townships baseball fields and to outline the groups goals and projected 
contributions to benefit the Felch baseball programs. 

The agenda was reviewed and approved on a motion by D. Dixon supported by G. Wille. All 
voted in favor. 

The minutes of the regular board meeting held June 3rd, 2024, were approved on a motion 
by Wille to approve the minutes as written, supported by Steinbrecher, all voted in favor no 
one opposed, 

Treasures report.  Oman made a motion to accept the treasures report and place on file.  
Supported by G. Wille.  All voted in favor, no one was opposed. 

Review township Visa Card and Home Depot Credit Card account charges and other bills. 
M Steinbrecher made a motion to pay the bills, supported by D. Dixon.  All voted in favor, no 
one was opposed. 

Fire Department Report.  Chief Anderson presented a fire department report.  They are 
ready for the parade and fireworks. 

Custodians Report:  Eric VanSlooten has finished repair of deck boards outside of the new 
addition, the double doors going to the deck have been adjusted and he finished the trim in 
both bathrooms.  Eric will return later to make some trim to install on the exterior of the 
windows to keep rain out of the windows.  The deck is ready to be pressure washed and 
stained after the holiday festivities.  D. Dixon suggested staining the boards on the deck of 
the Gazebo at the same time.  Busy with mowing lawns this summer and keeping up with a 
significant increase in baseball field use.  Was asked to go to Norway Lake to clean the pit 
toilets at the lake and campground side.  Sharing lawnmower with cemetery. 



 

 

Cemetery Report:  Becky is on a vacation in Ireland so D. Oman will cover Cemetery Sexton 
duties for the next 10 days as needed.  The lawnmower broke down and it is not 
recommended to repair based on the years of use and age of mower.  D. Oman, Gary 
Johnson and John Fuchs have been evaluating replacement mowers. The recommendation 
is to hand down the lawn mower currently used at the ball fields to the cemetery and 
purchase a new replacement mower for the community center/ball field use.  Oman is 
requesting permission to purchase a mower that best meets the needs with input from 
Johnson and Fuchs. Oman estimates the replacement cost will be somewhere in the range 
of $11,000.00 plus or minus.   D. Dixon moved to authorize Oman to purchase, supported 
by M. Steinbrecher.  All voted in favor, no one opposed.  The motion is approved.  

Parks and Rec Report.  Wille states that he thinks they have a meeting scheduled for July 
but is not certain of the date.  Oman states that the volleyball court is moving forward the 
net and poles have been received.  The concrete forms need to be installed and then the 
poles and nets.  Woodward is going to provide a quote for the concrete work at the pickle 
ball court.  Elise is going to contact The Community Foundation and find out what steps the 
township needs to take for the Circle Power Recreational Grant to be paid to the township.  
The township board has approved and started work on the projects that those funds have 
been dedicated to.  The volleyball and pickle ball courts. 

Update on Michigan’s Renewables Energy Grant opportunity. D. Oman reports that Elise 
from Circle Power and clerk Oman met today and worked on gathering the information from 
Circle Power as well as the township information that is required to submit the application.  
The application will be submitted over the next few days.  The deadline was September, but 
it has been extended to December.   Oman feels the township has a good chance to be 
awarded the grant.  It will be awarded in two phases and the estimated total grant amount 
is estimated at a total of $140,000.00.  Previously the board approved applying for the grant 
with funds if awarded to be dedicated towards the installation of a Handicap Accessible 
fishing pier, handicap parking access for the pier and handicap accessible rest room at 
Norway Lake. Thank you to Elsie and Circle Power for the help and assistance with these 
grant opportunities.  

R. Mattson submitted an invoice from Woodward Construction for the removal and 
installation of the sidewalks in front of the community building as well as sidewalks along 
side of the new ambulance garage.  The actual invoice was higher than projected costs 
according to Mattson it was due to an increase in materials cost from the time of estimate 
to the time the work was completed.  D. Oman moved to pay the invoice in the amount of 
$11,256.00 from Woodward Repair and Services LLC, Supported by D. Dixon. All voted in 
favor.  No one was opposed. 



 

 

Information has been received related to race changes and approvals from the township for 
the Central UP Rally.  Supervisor Mattson did not have all the map information about the 
changes or if Dickinson County Road Commission has approved the changes.  D. Oman 
moved to authorize Supervisor Mattson to correspond with and has the authority to 
represent the township board on this matter.  Supported by D. Dixon. All voted in favor. The 
motion was approved. 

Blight Progress.  R. Mattson stated he has met with and reviewed the blighted properties in 
the township, and Mattson stated while he is happy to see that they are making progress 
towards completion he has asked them to provide him with the projected completion date. 

The township did a follow-up with the DNR on the status of the Non-Motorized Handicap 
accessible walking trail that was approved for construction at the Gene’s Pond 
Campground was requested.  The response received indicates that construction will not 
happen this summer and may or may not start next summer, it depends on MDOT has a 
tentative letting later this fall.   There is a new unit manager Dan Racine because Eric has 
retired.     Construction was originally estimated to begin in 2022.  Then changed to 2024.  
Oman will follow up with Dan to find out what we can do to help get this project off the 
ground.  It seems like it’s stuck and needs a push. 

Board Member Privilege:  No member had additional input. 

 

M. Steinbrecher made a motion to adjourn the meeting, her motion was supported by D. 
Dixon.  All voted in favor.  Supervisor Mattson adjourned the meeting at 6:55 p.m. 

 

Darrell J. Oman 
Felch Twp Clerk 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


