
 

 

Minutes July 10th, 2023, Regular Board Meeting 

Supervisor Mattson called to order the meeting at 6:00 p.m.  All in attendance stood and recited the 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Roll Call.  All board members G. Willie, D. Dixon, M. Steinbrecher, R. Mattson and D. Oman were present. 

No one was absent.  Also attending the board meeting: John Benzie of Iron Mountain, Gerry Harwell, 

Judy Carpenter, of Felch Township, Rene Skrumbellos of Iron Mountain, Elsie Matz of Circle Power, 

Virginia  

Citizens Time.  

John Benzie addressed the board.  He stated there was a hardball tournament played on our field. Over 

the fourth of July weekend.  The fire department auxiliary group was the benefit of income of roughly 

$4,400.00.  Mr. Benzie also stated that he plans to get an estimate from Bossum Well drilling to 

determine if a point would be able to supply enough water to irrigate the baseball field.  Benzie plans to 

obtain an estimate to have all the dirt replaced on the infield. The township has purchased a lot of dirt 

and Benzie reports that it is still not right.  Benzie wants to remind the township that it should consider 

investing in field lighting to allow for more baseball games.  The board instructed Benzie to meet with 

the Parks and Recreation Committee so that the projects can be considered and prioritized with the 

township Recreation Plan and on the list to look for grants. It was discussed by John Benzie and D. Dixon 

that the steps leading up to the spectator box above the dugout and the floor in that space has a hole in 

it. D. Oman told Benzie to block off the stairway and room until it can be addressed and fixed.  Do not 

allow anyone to use the stairs or room t if it is a safety concern. 

Judy Carpenter of Hanson’s Road, Felch questioned the board about the steps (process) that will be 

followed as it relates to the proposed Solar Farm on the Groveland Mine site.   Supervisor Mattson 

answered Ms. Carpenters questions. 

Today July 10th is the deadline for public comment on the Master Plan.  Supervisor Mattson stated that 

he has not received any input.  He asked each board member.  All the board members reported that they 

did not receive any feedback or input from the public on the Mater Plan.   Supervisor Mattson is now 

going to schedule a Public Hearing of master Plan before the Planning Commission.  A tentative targe 

date of August 2nd is being looked at. 

The agenda was set on a motion from Dixon supported by Wille.  All voted in favor, no one opposed. 

Approval of Minutes:  G. Wille made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 5th, 2023, minutes as 

written.  The motion was supported by D. Dixon.  All voted in favor, and no one opposed, the Motion was 

approved. 

Treasures Report:  D. Oman moved to accept the report as presented.  The motion was supported by D. 

Dixon.  All voted in favor, no one was opposed, the motion was approved. 

Review of bills including the Visa and Home Depot credit card accounts.  D. Dixon moved to pay the bills; 

this motion was supported by G. Wille.  All voted in favor, no one was opposed, the motion was 

approved.  



 

 

Fire Department Report:  Chief Anderson met with Supervisor Mattson just prior to the meeting.  The 

department responded to one fire in Breen Township this past month.  D. Dixon questioned about a 

refrigerator missing from the fire hall.  D. Oman explained the fire department has never owned a 

refrigerator The small refrigerator/freezer that has been in the fire hall belonged to D. Oman.  The small 

concession stand needed a refrigerator and requested the township purchase one.  The township board 

decided to replace the refrigerator in the small kitchen. With the idea the one removed from the small 

kitchen would be installed in the small concession stand However the fridge taken from the small kitchen 

would not fit in the small concession stand.  D. Oman’s fridge that was in the fire hall was the perfect 

size.  So, D. Oman and the Twp traded fridges. The smaller fridge/ is installed in the small concession 

stand and D. Oman took his fridge home after a year or so of being left in the fire hall.  

Custodians Report.  Clerk Oman reported that John Fuchs went out of town unexpectedly on Sunday for 

a family member.  Mr. Fuchs contacted Jim Collier to fill in for him in the hall and exterior of the building.  

John will. Be gone for about a week.  John can still be contacted by phone if needed about hall rentals or 

other issues. 

Cemetery Report:  None.  D. Dixon questioned who put the flags up at the cemetery.  Do Oman 

explained that Gary and school students put the flags on the veteran’s graves.  Gary put up the poles on 

the avenue of flags and Becky put the flags on the poles.  D. Dixon pointed out that they should be 

removed because it is after the 4th of July.  Supervisor Mattson will contact both Becky and Gary and get 

them removed. 

Parks and Recreational Report.  A meeting of the committee is scheduled for 31st of July 2023 at 6 p.m. at 

the Felch Township Hall  

Supervisor Mattson provided a letter from CUPAD who provided a sample resolution of support to 

amend the Dickinson County Solid Waste Management Plan.  No one on the board had information 

about the proposed amendment.  Supervisor Mattson will see if they can get us more information. 

Supervisor Mattson presented an invoice for dust control on Forstrom Road sent by the DCRC.  The 

request for payment failed for lack of support. 

Supervisor Mattson met with Rod Carlson.  The purpose of the meeting was to obtain an estimate for 

the removal of the old septic tank and backfill.  Then removal of basketball pole and backboard, then 

removal of all required topsoil between the existing blacktop and the chain link fence starting at the new 

addition on the building and running over to the ditch line on Andy’s Lane.  Installing a drain tile from the 

building draining to the ditch on Andy Lane.  Back filling with pit run gravel and 22 A.  Estimated cost of 

$5,000.00.   D Oman made a motion to authorize Supervisor Mattson to hire Rod Carlson to do the work 

needed.  The motion was supported by D. Dixon.  All voted in favor, no one was opposed.  The motion 

was approved.  

Circle Power is offering a tour of the proposed Solar Farm to all Board Members. The Fire Department 

will be touring the site at 5 p.m. tomorrow night.  R. Mattson and D. Dixon will be meeting with Elsie of 

Circle Power tomorrow at 12 noon to tour the site.   

Citizens Time:  



 

 

 Judy Carpenter stated she was glad to hear that the high school students were involved in placing flags 

on the graves of veterans.  

Gerald Harwell asked about a noise ordinance.  He reports that near his house around dark is constantly 

shooting guns.  R> Mattson reported that there is no noise ordinance for him to enforce. 

Rene Skrumbellos showed the board members photographs of large solar arrays that burned.  Mr. 

Skrumbellos asked the board if they are prepared to respond to this type of fire.  He believes it is toxic 

and requires special skills to combat this type of fire. 

M. Stienbrecher reports that she was questioned by a taxpayer; asking why Felch Township has members 

serving on the board of review that are members of other townships.  Felch Breen and West Branch have 

combined their board of reviews into a single board of review that consists of members from each of the 

three townships to share in costs and resources. 

D. Oman reports that he has hired Inez Gustafson on a part time basis to update all of the election Mater 

File records.  Previously Heather Wickman was working on the project, but it has not been completed.  

Heather will assist in training Inez.   D. Oman also reported that he does not know, and he does not 

believe anyone knows how the new election laws specifically 9 days of in person voting will work in 

Dickinson County.  D. Oman also reports that John Fuchs has the baseball fields and grounds looking very 

nice.  He has had help from Aidan Steinbrecher a high school student.  Mr. Fuchs reports that Adain is a 

very good worker, and he is pleased to have him working this summer.  

D. Dixon asked about blight.  R. Mattson said work is ongoing in addressing it.  The streetlight is out M69 

and Calumet Mine Road. D. Oman said he will go online and report the outage.  D Dixon asked about 

paying Jeff Anderson and Brian Phillips the amount of $1,000.00 each for the work they do on the 

baseball fields.  M. Steinbrecher supported his motion.  All voted in favor, opposed no one.  The motion 

is approved.  D. Oman will pay them an annual salary on August 1st. 2023 payroll. 

All times being properly before the board, D. Dixon made a motion to adjourn supported by G Wille.  All 

voted in favor, opposed none. The meeting was adjourned at 6:55 p.m. 

 
Darrell J. Oman 
Felch Township Clerk. 
 

 

 

 

   

 


