
 

 

Minutes July 7th, 2025 Regular Meeting 

The regular meeting of the Felch Township Board was called to order by Supervisor Mattson 
at 6:00 p.m.  All in attendance stood and recited The Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call was conducted and all board members, Wille, Dixon, Steinbrecher, Mattson and 
Oman were present. No one was absent.  Also attending the meeting: Jeff Anderson, Rec 
Committee, John Benzie Felch Baseball Organization, Fire Chief Brian Anderson, Ms. Lisa 
Casey, Ms. Becky Pollack, Ms. Bonnie Carignan Mr. Brian Becker all from Felch  

Citizens Time was offered 

Mr. Jeff Anderson requested the township to provide funding to purchase sod for the small 
baseball field this fall. Mr. Anderson and a group of volunteers will install the sod.   Mr. 
Anderson stated that a baseball tournament is scheduled for the upcoming weekend on 
the big baseball field. The sod was not planned; therefore, it was not in the budget for the 
recreation cost center.  The board needs to wait until the current recreation project costs 
are known to see how much funding if any remains. 

Mr. John Benzie stated that several tournaments were held at Felch this summer.  Mr.  
Benzie stated that the building above the home dug out is not safe.  Oman responded that it 
was previously stated that the stairway should be removed or blocked off so that no one 
can go up above the dug out if it not safe. 

Mrs. Lisa Casey reported that during the baseball games last weekend people parked 
across from the ambulance garage on the cement slab that was installed so that the 
ambulance can get in and out of the garage.  Mrs. Becky Pollack confirmed the problem.  
They stated that they asked people not to park there but to no avail.  Oman responded that 
we do have additional No Parking Signs that could be installed and suggested that the 
pavilion be moved further over to the east.  When the group requested permission to put 
the pavilion there for Labor Day baseball tournaments, the board granted permission on 
the condition that it be moved from the property after the tournament.  It was not moved as 
agreed. Oman stated the pavilion made it more difficult to remove snow and added to labor 
costs for each snow removal. Supervisor Mattson stated he will take care of it.  

Citizen Time ended 

Review and approval of the agenda on a motion by Dixon supported by Wille. 

Approved as written the minutes of the June 2nd regular board meeting on a motion by Dixon 
supported by Wille and all voted Aye, no one opposed.  The minutes were approved as 
written.  Supervisor Mattson noted that the minutes of the Special Board Meeting held June 



 

 

6th were not available. Clerk Oman stated he would have them prepared and presented for 
the August meeting. 

Treasures Report was presented and discussed.  Oman moved to accept the report and 
place on file.  Supported by Dixon. All voted in favor, no one was opposed. The motion was 
approved. 

Review and payment of the bills including Visa and Home Depot credit card charges, as 
well as expected expenses not yet received.  Dixon moved to pay the bills, supported by 
Wille.  All voted in favor, no one was opposed.  The motion was approved. 

Fire Department Report: Chief Anderson reported replaced the starter ad battery on the 
brush truck.  The Fireworks were very good and no problems, Baseball Tournament went 
well, and the Fire Auxiliary raised funds by sponsoring the tournament.  

Custodian Report:  Oman stated that he continues to take care of maintenance and 
cleaning and or hire temporary labor to maintain the facilities. Hobart was out and fixed the 
gas stove in the big kitchen.   The dishwasher was delivered and installed.  Gail Gustafson 
is the only person who applied for the janitorial position.  Mattson moved to hire her, 
Supported by M. Steinbrecher, all voted in favor, no one was opposed.  No one has applied 
for the maintenance position or for snow removal lawn care.  Board members should try 
and recruit people to apply for the open positions in the township. 

Cemetery Report.  3 cremains burials.  We continue to use temporary labor to mow and 
trim the grounds and it is working out pretty well. Good hard-working kids working there.   
The flagpole was ordered and should be delivered to us in the next couple of weeks.  It was 
purchased made in the USA and sold by a Michigan Company. The cost is about $2,800.00 
to install it.  So, we will install it.  The new of the pole location will be figured out so that the 
flagpoles for each of the Military Services can be added next year. 

Parks and Rec.  We have been using temp labor.  The workday with local kids went very 
well, the township provided snacks and beverages plus $10 per hour cash for work.  The 
turnout was better than expected, especially on short notice.  The contractor will start mid-
month with completion by the end of this month on the pickle ball and volleyball courts.  
The township will pay for the materials, and they will provide the labor and equipment.  The 
labor and equipment is $15,500.00.  We continue to use labor temporarily whoever we find 
and is available. Randy Oman is taking care of the garbage for us. He does not want a job; 
he is doing it to help us out until we solve the employee issue. 

North Dickinson County School has requested the use of the community center for a 
refuge if needed.  Oman thinks they are talking about a reunification site as part of their 
required emergency operations planning.  The board agreed to support the schools’ efforts.  



 

 

The school needs to submit a written agreement, and it will outline what they expect from 
the township should the need arise and the board can review and act on approval at that 
time. 

Mattson contacted Nash Funeral Home to discuss Green Burials.  More information to 
come. 

Website status. D. Oman reports that he started working providing the information and we 
still need to submit changes and do a complete review.  D. Oman will do the work this 
month, and make sure it is completed, and we get a live date, but the web design site work 
is extra work.  If anyone wants to help or be part of it, please get ahold of Oman. 

Sales Tax issue with WE Energies.  Still unresolved. 

Four-foot fence in front of dugouts.  Insurance company comments?  D. Oman has not 
contacted our insurance risk assessor but will and provide the information for next month’s 
meeting. 

Walking trail proposed by the State at Genes Pond, a contractor walkthrough has been 
scheduled for August 13th.  

Citizens Time: Brian Anderson asked about the streetlight he requested at the end of 
Harder’s Road.  Oman stated that the application was sent to WE Energies.  We did not 
hear anything back.  The local WE Energies troubleshooter was at Felch a couple of weeks 
ago and he said he would look into it we have not heard anything back. 

Board Member Privilege. 

D. Oman reminded about the election on August 5th.  The township needs to budget next 
year for new election equipment.  We received notice that we did not receive the Toro Grant 
or the Par Plan Grant. The township lock on the dump gate has been removed and only the 
GFL lock is on the chain. Keys have been made. This is in an effort to eliminate the 
confusion of people locking the gate so that GFL can open it to empty the dumpsters. 

D. Dixon asked for an update on the blight property at Davis Street the roof has a hole, and 
the floors are probably rotten out, the garage is leaning and ready to fall over. Also, the 
burned-out house on the Calumet Mine Road. 

 

 

Darrell Oman 
Clerk 


