
 

 

Minutes June 3rd, 2024 

Supervisor Mattson called to order the regular meeting of the Felch Township board at 6:00 
p.m.  All in attendance stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Roll call was conducted and all members: G. Wille, D. Dixon, M. Steinbrecher, R. Mattson 
and D. Oman were present.  No one was absent. 

Public members present were Mr. Leon Grunlund, Mrs. Lynn and Mr. Brian Becker all of 
Felch Township. 

Citizens Time:  Mr. Grunlund addressed the board and informed the board of agenda items 
that the Parks and Rec committee discussed at its meeting in May.  Mr. Grunlund wants to 
know property lines for lots in Plat of Felch.  Mr. Grunlund will meet with the clerk D. Oman 
on Thursday June 6th at 9:30 a.m. to allow Mr. Grunlund to review surveys and documents 
related to the Felch Township owned properties and property that has been proposed for 
purchase near the community center. 

Review and approval of the agenda on a motion by Oman supported by Dixon. The agenda 
was approved. 

Minutes:  G. Wille made a motion to approve the minutes of the May meeting as written.  D. 
Dixon supported. All voted in favor, no one opposed.  The minutes were approved. 

Treasures Report:  D. Oman moved to accept the report as presented and place on file.  D. 
Dixon supported. All voted in favor, no one was opposed.  The motion was approved. 

Review and Payment of Bills. The townships visa and Home Depot credit card purchases 
were reviewed along with other bills.  M. Steinbrecher moved to pay the bills.  Supported by 
D. Dixon. All voted in favor, no one opposed. The motion passed unanimously.  D. Oman 
stated he wants to increase the Visa Card credit limit to $5,000.00. Currently it is $2,500.00 
and recently was maxed out and unable to order additional items.  Not requesting an 
increase in the individual limit of $2,500.00 authorization to purchases, G. Wille moved to 
apply for and authorize the credit limit increase for the account.  Supported by D. Dixon. All 
voted in favor, no one opposed the motion passed.  D. Oman provided the MTA annual dues 
invoice and options.  Based on a motion from D. Dixon supported by G. Wille, subscribe to 
and pay the annual dues $760.14, the optional legal defense fund $22.80 and the MTA’s 
Online learning at the Essentials Pack of training $750.00 all voted in favor the motion 
passed. 

Fire Department Report.  Mr. Anderson was not present, and no verbal report was given 
prior to the meeting.  Mr. Mattson commented that the Parade and Fireworks in Felch 
Township has been the discussion on social media recently. 



 

 

Custodian Report:  Mr. Fuchs was not present at the meeting.  Mr. Fuchs provided the clerk 
with the following:  Eric VanSlooten has completed work replacing the deck boards that 
Dixon marked for replacement / repairs.  He finished the lattice around the bottom of the 
deck.  He plans to finish the trim in the bathrooms this upcoming week.  WDM has not been 
on-site to install the chemical in the boiler system that was previously approved.  Hiawatha 
Chef was on-site about 4 months ago to address LP gas smell and pilot lights on the big 
stove and has never returned with parts they figured it needed.  The oven pilot lights are 
being blown out due to the use of large fans in the kitchen.  D. Oman reports that he was 
called down on Saturday due to LP Gas smell. The oven pilot was out and relit and checked 
all gas fittings and believes that the problem is caused by the stove not being cleaned.  The 
odors are coming from improper burning of the pilots. The stove is filthy and recommends 
that we have it thoroughly cleaned.  Contact different vendors to check and adjust the 
stove if it does not get corrected after being cleaned.  D. Dixon moved to hire Heather 
Wickman to clean the stove ASAP, supported by G. Wille.  All voted in favor.  D. Oman will 
clean the pilot orifices and adjust pilots correctly after it is cleaned and determine if an 
outside vendor is necessary if so will contact them and have it done ASAP.  Mr. Fuchs will 
be told to contact Hiawatha Chef and cancel.  Oman requested that we reconsider the 
sidewalks.  Oman wants the sidewalks to be level with the existing asphalt grade and 
sloped providing ADA accessibility from the entire front, and it is easier to maintain.   The 
same as in front of the post office.  Mattson is in favor of Curbing in front of the sidewalk, so 
people don’t run into the building.  Steinbrecher and Dixon supported Mattson.  Mr. Fuchs 
reports that the window blinds are falling apart and has been unsuccessful in finding 
matching parts.  They need repair or replacement.  The request is to contact companies 
who replace blinds and get a quote to replace all of them installed in the community 
center.  D. Dixon moved to get quotes, supported by M. Steinbrecher. All voted in favor of 
the motion, and it was approved. 

Cemetery Report.  Ms. Pollack was not present. Clerk Oman reports that they will be 
meeting soon to review current rates and lot sales. They will develop a new price schedule 
including the ability for people to purchase a single burial lot rather than being required to 
purchase a half or full plot.  M. Steinbrecher moved to allow the sexton and clerk to set the 
new rates and policies.  Supported by G. Wille.  The motion was passed unanimously. 

Parks and Recreation Report.  Mr. Grunlund explained that they would like to work on the 
drain tiles around the baseball field.  He feels the old ones installed years ago have failed.  
Oman reports that Rod Carlson finished roughing in the volleyball court at Norway Lake 
Park.  He hauled the sand.  The volunteers are ready to install the poles, netting and 
boundary lines but the materials have not been ordered yet due to pricing.  It was 
questioned if the Pickel Ball court is still scheduled for this summer, Oman responded that 



 

 

it is once the volleyball court is finished.  Oman also reported that volunteers have installed 
the new scoreboard for the small baseball field.  Oman is working on the electrical and 
hopes to have it completed by this Thursday of course it is weather dependent. 

Mr. Benzie and Oman are scheduled to meet on Thursday at 10 am at the community 
center. Oman will provide him with the paperwork and websites that they need to form a 
non-profit corporation or association. 

The Ford tractor battery was installed, a new cable replaced the battery, and it is being 
brought to the school shop to check all fluids, grease and replace the fuel pump.  Clayton 
did the work.  He will mix up the sod pile by the small fields prior to bringing it to the school 
to help it turn back into topsoil. 

Mr. Roger VanDamme CUPRally Chairman submitted a written request and map for the Iron 
Mule Rally to use 4.01 miles of the Swartz Creek Road in Felch Township for a race event in 
addition to the .82 miles of Calumet Mine Road already part of the Iron Mule Rally.  D. 
Oman moved to approve the request for Felch Township.  Supported by D. Dixon. All voted 
in favor, no one was opposed.  The request is approved. 

The DCRC submitted an update for the road closures on 581. 

Citizens Time:  No one responded to the call. 

Mattson provided copies of written responses received to the blight notifications one did 
not respond. 

Board Member Privilege: 

Mattson stated that Joey Wickman contacted him about working up ground for Dan Murray 
to plant corn along the outfield fence of the big baseball field.  The request was 
unanimously declined to allow working up ground and planting of corn. 

Oman provided an email and updated financial reports after Mr. Nurmi, CPA reviewed 
township records.  The email asks questions about three accounting transactions.  The 
responses were provided. The Accountant’s Review is completed, and the QuickBooks will 
be updated. 

Oman reports that the Social Security Administration notified us that we are subject to an 
audit of  Social Security Withholding and Contributions.  We have until June 26th, 2024, to 
provide the information requested. 

Oman completed and submitted the reimbursement request for the Presidential Primary 
Election.  It will amount to about $2,400.00. 



 

 

The brochure for the UP Summit put on by the MTA at the Casino was distributed.  Oman 
plans to attend and any other board member who wants to attend should contact Oman so 
he can register them and pay to get the early bird discount. The Summit is July 23-24 and 
Oman spends the night at the casino to participate in the networking. 

Oman reports that the clerks have a mandatory elections training session by the Michigan 
Bureau of Elections for continued accreditation.  June 21st In Breitung Twp for clerks and 
deputy clerks.  D. Oman stated he will appoint Inez Gustafson as deputy clerk so she can 
attend the training session with him. Oman will not be able to conduct the office hours 
required by law for the weekend prior to the August primary.  The weekend that the hours 
are required is his daughter’s wedding.  Inez will assume those duties serving as Deputy 
Clerk on that weekend. 

Oman states there is also a training session being put on for Clerks by the MTA on election 
changes, laws etc.…. June 25th.  Marquette is one of the training locations.  Depending on 
how the training goes with the state it may be beneficial to attend the MTA session and it 
may be beneficial for Inez to attend as well. 

Oman requested a vote on the Michigan’s Renewable Grant.  Discussion regarding possible 
projects was held.  D. Oman moved to apply for the grant with the intent of using the funds 
to construct at Norway Lake a Handicap Fishing Peir with a handicap Kayak launch and 
handicap parking.   D. Dixon supported the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion, and no 
one was opposed.  The clerk will file the grant application for the township. 

Dixon stated that the concession stand for the small baseball field needs the roof repaired 
and the window repaired, then the facia boards should be painted. 

Dixon stated that the gable ends of the pavilion at Norway Lake park were never painted 
when it was built, and it should be added to the list of things to complete at the park this 
summer. 

Wille stated that Ryan Wille serves on the Parks and Rec committee is moving from Felch 
Township but still willing to serve on the committee if allowable.  R. Mattson stated that it 
was fine for him to continue to serve on the committee.  It was the consensus of the board 
that he remains and thanked him for his willingness to continue to serve.  

Steinbrecher asked about the sidewalk replacement schedule.  Steinbrecher also stated 
that she has received another email that is a phishing / hacking attempt.  The email 
appears real and that it comes from the clerk instructing her that we need to deposit and or 
transfer township funds.   A reminder to be vigilant when opening or responding to emails. 



 

 

No further business being properly brought before the board, D. Oman moved to adjourn 
supported by M. Steinbrecher.  The supervisor adjourned the meeting at 6:59 p.m. 

 

Darrell J. Oman 
Felch Township Clerk 
 
 

 

 

 

 


