Minutes March 6%, 2023

At 6 p.m. Supervisor Mattson called to order the regular meeting of the Felch Township Board. All in
attendance stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Roll call was conducted and all board members were present. D. Dixon, G. Wille, M. Steinbrecher, R.
Mattson and D. Oman. No one was absent. Also attending the meeting: Chris Moore of Circle Power,
Mr. Eric Wickman, Felch Twp Property Owner. And arriving at 6:05 Ms. Rebecca Pollack, Cemetery
Sexton.

Citizens Time was offered. Mr. Eric Wickman addressed the board. He questioned actions taken at the
Planning Commission Meeting. Mr. Wickman also inquired about a letter that the township received
from an attorney related to the subject of the proposed solar farm. The clerk stated a letter was
received from an attorney and had not been provided to Supervisor Mattson yet. The clerk did not
know what the subject of the letter was because the letter had not been opened yet. Mr. Wickman
requested that the Supervisor provide a copy of the letter to him via email that was discussed at the last
township board meeting and the letter discussed at the Planning Commission Meeting.

The agenda was approved on a motion by D. Oman supported by M. Steinbrecher. All voted in favor, no
one opposed.

Minutes of the regular meeting Feb 6" were approved on a motion by G. Wille supported by D. Dixon;
all voted in favor. No one opposed.

Minutes of a special meeting February 18" Budget Workshop. Motion to approve M. Steinbrecher,
supported by D. Oman, all voted in favor, no one opposed. Minutes approved.

Treasure Report. D. Oman made a motion to accept and place on file. Support G. Wille. All voted in
favor, no one opposed the motion was approved.

Review and Payment of Bills. The bills including the Visa and Home Depot Account charges were
reviewed and a motion by M. Steinbrecher supported by D. Dixon to pay the bills. All voted in favor no
one opposed the motion was approved.

Fire Department Report. Chief was absent from the meeting but verbally provided a report via the clerk.
One 911 call was responded to. They have the lights on order and they are adding a battery operated
chain saw. The shelves and cabinet have not been purchased yet.

Custodians Report. The new electric stove for the small kitchen will be delivered soon. WDM
Enterprises was out and replaced a backflow device on the boiler system that started leaking after the
system was expanded to include the new ambulance garage. The new office chars are expected to be
delivered next week. Premier Plumbing will be out next week to fix at least two toilets that are wobbly
and will replace the toilet in the fire hall restroom. Mr. John Fuchs has undergone surgery and will be on
light duty for at least 4 weeks. Mr. Fuchs is recovering and has stated he plans to return after he has a
medical release to do so. In the meantime, Brittany Olson will continue cleaning and Gary Johnson will
continue with snow removal on an hourly basis.

Cemetery Report. Nothing to report.



Parks and Rec. Itis too late to apply for the DNR Grants this year as the deadline is April 1% for
submission. However we should continue to gather and submit information to UPCAP now so they have
all the information to submit it next year. D. Oman suggested contacting Marquette Fence or Delta
Fence so that as soon as possible the fences by the little field dugouts can be installed. Supervisor
Mattson is going to contact the folks who did the previous work.

DCRC meeting update. Clerk D Oman attended for Supervisor Mattson who was unable to attend due to
a medical appointment. D. Oman reports that the township and DCRC agreed that the RC will contribute
roughly 62,000.00 and the township will contribute roughly $400,000.00 to local road projects in Felch
Township this summer. Each of the municipalities of the RC will receive $62,000.00 from the RC for
Local Road funded projects. Felch Township will ask Dickinson County to pay $100,000.00 from the
Infrastructure Grant they are providing each township, for the local road repair projects in Felch, the
Felch township Extra Road Milage Fund has $101,000.00 balance for local road match, the township has
$76,000.00 in the COVID grant funds which will be used for Road Projects and the balance of the
commitment for the road projects will come from the General Funds. If the Six Mile Lake road repair bill
comes in at, or less than, the latest repair estimated amounts for one and half miles of road repair on 6
mile lake, then we will plan to put an overlay on the Metropolitan Road from where it ended at the last
project continue west until funds are depleted depending on the cost of installing an overlay.

Supervisor Mattson received a request from the Crites family of Felch Township for a waiver of the
rental fee to hold a benefit for the family due to medial conditions. The date of the event will be April
22, 2023. R. Mattson moved to approve the request. Supported by D. Dixon. All voted in favor, no one
was opposed, the waiver of rental fees was approved.

Update on the website to view the township hall rental calendar. D. Oman reports that the calendar is
on the web site and has been for a couple of months as was reported at the December Meeting.
Brittany and Amanda did the work.

Supervisor Mattson reports that he received information that some other person or company may be
able to apply for the DNR Recreation Grants before the April 1% deadline. He will check into it. The rec
grants will need a 25% match from the township. The Clerk reports that we are anticipating about
$30,000.00 in the budget for grant match. And the projects identified as priority and designated from
the recreation 5-year plan and approved as part of the budget workshop were: 1. The handicap
accessible fishing pier at Norway Lake, 2. Update of the campground electrical at each of the current
camping designated sites. 3. The pickle ball court resurfaced. The small baseball field dugouts were
already approved for the replacement the township paying for the materials and volunteers providing
the labor this fiscal year. The fencing needing to be replaced after the dugouts are installed is being
sought and will be a township expense probably next fiscal year. The purchase and installation of
additional top soil on the small baseball field outfield and seeding has already been approved but will
not occur until next fiscal year. The board will have to address the playground swings that were
damaged after the TTAA completes the landscaping, fencing, and parking areas as part of the ambulance
garage project.

Supervisor Mattson has not provided a letter to the recycling / dump attendant because he wants to
revieewe the job descriptions for township employees before he addresses the expectations up there.
The Clerk is directed to get copies of all current job descriptions to the supervisor so he can review them
and make any recommendations to the board for updates if necessary.



It was noted that more of the plastic folding tables are broken. The clerk will provide quotes for the
purchase of replacement tables so the board can approve ordering replacement tables. It will be placed
on the agenda of the special meeting if the quotes are received so it can be acted on.

Update LaForce needs to be contacted to find out why they have not installed the ADA door openers on
the entrance doors to the community center. The clerk will contact them and report back.

Jeff Anderson, a member of the rec committee and one of the volunteers building the dugouts needs to
pick up the materials that were previously approved for building the dugouts but the materials cost was
revised to reflect current prices. The previously approved materials cost was estimated at $2,800.00 the
new current materials list estimate is $2,400.00.

Communications no action required. A letter was received by Supervisor Mattson from O’Dea, Nordeen
and Pickens PC. The letter needs Supervisor Mattson’s acknowledgment. A copy of the letter was
included in the board member meeting packet to each board member. Additional communications are
that Supervisor Mattson informed the Township board that Zoning approved to allow Solar Farm. The
Planning Commission Approved Circle Power request to submit a Conditional Use Permit to the planning
commission for consideration. The Planning Commission is working on permit fees. D. Oman noted that
the Township board approved Supervisor Mattson to retain legal counsel for the matter, the letter
appears to be an agreement between the board and the law firm for fees to represent us. Supervisor
Mattson is to acknowledge the fee structure. The question is- Do we have an estimate of the amount of
fees that will be incurred for this fiscal year and next fiscal year so that we can amend the current year
budget for the legal expenses and can we get a budget estimate for next fiscal year for the legal
expenses. We currently do not have a budget for legal expenses related to zoning or planning. It was
determined that this issue will be part of the discussion at the Budget Meeting later this month.

Citizens Time: Eric Wickman questioned if the Clerk has a copy of the legal notice that is required to be
posted if zoning changes are made. Clerk Oman responded that he did not post any notices of changes
or hearings for Zoning Changes and no changes have been made to zoning to the best of his knowledge.
Mr. Wickman questioned the notice requirement because according to Mr. Wickman that the township
zoning ordinance does not list solar as a project and the current zoning does not contain language that
describes solar farms, so if the Township board is going to change the language of the zoning ordinance
to allow a solar farm, then it should follow proper procedures to update the zoning language which
would include a public hearing and public notices. Supervisor Mattson noted that the zoning ordinance
has not changed.

Supervisor Mattson informed the board that the Zoning Commission has a meeting scheduled for March
29t 2023, at the Felch Township Hall.

Board Members Privilege
M. Steinbrecher informed that the tax rolls have been turned into the county.

D Oman noted that a group came to the township to compare the townships records for registered
voters in the qualified voter file to a qualified voter file they have. The records they have are wrong in
about 90% of the voters compared to township records. The clerk believes the township Qualified Voter
File is correct and the group’s records are incorrect. The clerk also reported that the Board of Review
members Bill Cook and Becky Pollack have completed the required Board of Review training that was



recently held at the Casino in Bark River. The clerk requires the services of Mr. Joe Nurmi CPA to fix
some accounting problems in QuickBooks and our current version will no longer be supported and a
software upgrade will be required by the end of May 2023. Mr. Nurmi is available after April 17" and an
appointment will be set up.

Supervisor Mattson called a special meeting of the board for budget hearing and budget adoption for
next fiscal year. The meeting is set for March 20%, 2023, at 6 p.m. at the Community Center. Additional
items will be the tables, budget amendment if needed.

D. Dixon moved to adjourn the meeting and his motion was supported by G. Wille. All voted in favor
and the meeting was adjourned at 7:23 p.m.

Darrell Oman
Felch Township Clerk.



