
 

 

Minutes Regular Meeting November 6th, 2023 

The regular meeting of the Felch Township Board was called to order by Clerk Oman at 6:00 p.m. and all 

in attendance stood and recited The Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call was conducted.  Board Members, G. Wille, D. Dixon, M. Steinbrecher and D. Oman were 

present.  Supervisor Mattson notified in advance that he was going to be absent, and the board excused 

his absence from the meeting.  Also in attendance was Mr. Chris Moore of Circle Power, Mr. Gerald 

Harwell Parks and Rec Chair, and Ms. Judy Carpenter of Felch. 

Citizens Time was offered; Mr Moore asked that the township provide an update on the escrow account 

balance.  Mr. Moore and the board discussed the status of Tax and Decommissioning Agreements.  

Oman stated that the agreements will be discussed as part of the meeting agenda. 

Review and approval of the agenda on a motion by D. Dixon and seconded by G. Wille. All voted in favor, 

no one was opposed to motion the agenda was approved. 

Minutes of regular board meeting October 2nd, 2023.  M. Steinbrecher made a motion to approve as 

written, supported by D. Dixon.  All voted in favor, the minutes were approved. 

Treasures Report.  D. Oman made a motion to accept as presented and place on file.  The motion 

supported by G. Wille.  All voted in favor, no one opposed.  The motion was approved. 

Review and payment of bills. Bills were reviewed including the visa card charges and the Home Depot 

charge account had no charges.  M. Steinbrecher made a motion to pay the bills.  The motion was 

supported by D. Dixon.  All voted in favor, no one was opposed, the motion being approved. 

Fire Department Report.  Chief Anderson was absent but called in a report to the clerk prior to the 

meeting. Chief Anderson reported the department did not respond to any calls in October.  Chief wanted 

to state that the training held at the Felch Hall related to Renewable Energy sponsored by Circle Power 

was very informative and attended by about 30 people representing fire departments and responders 

from throughout the county. 

Custodians Report.  Mr. Fuchs was not present but via the clerk reported that B&B Electric is working on 

the LED exterior lighting replacements.  The tractor tires have been replaced on the township tractor and 

is back at the transfer station where Mr. Fuchs and Mr. Hamby loaded and hauled away a couple of loads 

of scrap and used the tractor to remove bleachers that were left from the Labor Day baseball games. 

Cemetery Report:  None. 

Parks and Recreational Report:  Mr. Harwell reported that the Parks and Rec Committee met in October 

and that the minutes of the meeting will be sent to the township clerk. Jeff Anderson of the committee is 

working on plans and costs for replacement of the dugouts on the large baseball field.  D. Oman 

commented that planning and expenses should encompass a finished product for the entire complex 

which would include electric service, dug outs, concession stands, bleachers, etc... an irrigation water 

source, or potable water if concession stands are involved, and the total plan needs to include the 

projects previously identified and prioritized and are part of the recently approved parks and rec plan.  

The ideas should be submitted and be approved and prioritized by the township board and then the 



 

 

entire rec plan should be submitted to CUPPAD to apply for grant monies.  The Parks and Rec will be 

meeting again in January. 

Metro Act Right of Way Permit Extension.  The Agreement to extend the existing METRO Act permit until 

March 31st, 2029 was moved by G. Wille and supported by D. Dixon.  All voted in favor, no one was 

opposed the agreement extension is approved. 

Communications between Supervisor Mattson and Lois Ellis concerning Land Bank funding to have 

blighted building razed.  No action taken informational only. 

Resolution Number 11062023-1 introduced by D. Oman, the resolution opposing legislation to preempt 

local control for the sitting and permitting of utility scale solar, wind and battery storage facilities was 

read.  D. Dixon made a motion to approve the resolution and submit it to State Senators.  The motion 

was seconded by M. Steinbrecher.  All voted in favor. No one opposed.  The resolution will be sent to the 

State Senators via email by the clerk. 

A discussion was held by all in attendance at the meeting regarding the information provided as 

communications to the township board members by the township assessor Mr. Waisanen regarding PA 

108 and 109 of 2023 – Solar Energy Facilities Act.  Oman suggested considering the information provided 

by the assessor that the proposed Tax Agreement with Circle Power LLC should be reviewed by our legal 

council and an opinion provided to the township board prior to entering into an agreement.  The clerk 

will forward via email to all board members the current proposed agreement(s) so they can review it 

prior to the December board meeting.  Oman reminded all board members do not comment or 

deliberate on the proposed agreement the only response should be to acknowledge they received the 

documents.  Board members cannot discuss or deliberate on the agreement unless we are in a public 

meeting. Discussion via email would be a violation of the Open Meetings Act.   Any legal guidance given 

will be provided to all board members in the appropriate manner.   D. Dixon made a motion to obtain the 

legal opinion and for the Decommissioning agreements as well.  Supported by G. Wille.  All voted in 

favor.  D. Oman will check with Supervisor Mattson to make sure he hasn’t already submitted the 

documents and requested legal opinion. 

Board Member Privileges: 

D. Oman updated on the F65 Filing is completed.  Mr. Joe Nurmi, CPA finished financials, and F65.  

Corrected by adding new Chart of Accounts. Has offered to review township books each May and make 

necessary entries into the township financial records.  The current audits make the corrections however 

they do not come back and update the townships books/records to reflect the corrections.  D. Oman 

moved to approve this annual review and assistance by the firm.  M. Steinbrecher supported.  All voted 

in favor, no one opposed.  The expense is approved annually.  Informational, the clerks from Felch, West 

Branch and Breen Township met with Rep Hill via Zoom at the Felch Board Room for a meeting exclusive 

the clerks and deputy clerks related to elections.  D. Oman also reported that a person emailed that they 

not satisfied with FOIA responses related to the Planning Commission and that he stated possibly will be 

bringing the matter to the attention of the township board and or formally using powers of FOIA to file a 

complaint.  Oman stated that he believes that the township has complied completely and timely 

complied with all FOIA requests.  D. Oman reminded everyone that the extra millage for Township 

Ambulance and Roads ending in 2023 and if the township wants to put them back on the ballot we will 

need to act on those issues in January.  In addition to the millages, all township board positions are up 



 

 

for election in 2024 and the deadlines for Nominating Petitions and Affidavit of Identity will be due in 

April of 2024 but that information will be provided at the January meeting as well.  In December we will 

begin the elections process for the February 2024 presidential primary. All election supplies, envelopes 

and petitions that meet the new standards are on order. 

M. Steinbrecher, sidewalk replacement is not completed.  All agreed the weather is not favorable for 

completion this year.   D. Oman suggested that we go out and obtain more bids between now and 

December meeting.  That we select and award a contractor at the December meeting with a guaranteed 

project schedule in the spring for completion so that we are on schedule rather than wait until spring or 

summer to schedule the project.  D. Dixon supported, and that Woodward be included to rebid however 

we need a completion deadline.  All voted in favor. 

Mr. Wille reported that he will be absent from the December regular meeting as he will be on vacation.  

The board excused his absence. 

Mr. Dixon wants to make sure that the water well at Norway Lake Park has been winterized so that it 

does not freeze.  D. Oman stated that the Park Manger had contacted him and stated that he is watching 

the weather and plans to winterize when the time comes.  Mr. Dixon stated that the dumpsters should 

be moved back to where they used to be to facilitate snow removal. D. Oman suggested that the 

attendant contact GFL and facilitate the move when they empty the dumpsters. 

D. Oman called for any further input.  Ms. Judy Carpenter brought to our attention that we did not allow 

for a second citizen’s time as was on the agenda.  Oman apologized and Ms. Carpenter addressed the 

board. Ms. Judy Carpenter requested the date and time of the next Planning Commission Meeting.  Mr. 

Dixon stated December 18th. 13th,   Clerk Oman will email Ms. Carpenter a copy of the unapproved 

minutes of the last PC meeting so she will know for sure.   Mr. Gerald Harwell complimented the cleanup 

that is occurring on the blighted property at the corner of M69 and the Calumet Mine Road. Asked if the 

building is going to be removed. 

Clerk Oman asked all if anyone had any additional business to bring before the board.  No one 

responded. 

D. Dixon moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:55 p.m.  G. Wille supported.  All voted in favor, no one was 

opposed, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

Darrell J. Oman 
Felch Township Clerk 
 

 


