
 

 

Minutes September 5th, 2023 

Supervisor Mattson called to order the regular meeting of the Felch Township board at 6:00 p.m.  All in 

attendance stood and recited The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Roll call was conducted and all members, Wille, Dixon, Steinbrecher, Mattson, and Oman were present.  

No one was absent.  Also attending the meeting was David and Jennifer Seigler, Judy Carpenter, Rebecca 

Pollack, John Benzie, Jordan Roberts of Circle Power, and Ronald and Edna Morgan, Leeman Rd Felch. 

Citizens Time was offered: 

John Benzie addressed the board and provided a verbal report of the Labor Day Hardball tournament 

that was held over the Labor Day weekend.  He gave a check to Treasure Steinbrecher from some of the 

proceeds.  Benzie also commented on a request from those involved in the baseball tournament for 

approval to remove the infield soil, have new soil and sod installed. 

Jennifer Seigler addressed the board and provided written comments and concerns on the proposed 

Solar Project at the Groveland Mine.  Mattson will ensure that the townships Planning Commission 

receives the correspondence.  Judy Carpenter addressed the board related to the proposed Solar Project 

and submitted written comments and concerns.  Mattson will ensure that the townships Planning 

Commission receives her written comments and concerns.  Jordan Roberts of Circle power answered a 

few questions regarding the project.  Mr. Roberts was on hand to answer questions of the board as it 

relates to an updated draft/proposed Tax and Decommissioning agreements related to the project that 

the township board will be addressing.  The board thanked the citizens for providing their input and 

encourages anyone with any questions or concerns to submit them to Mattson so that they may be given 

to the planning commission in advance.  It is important that they are submitted in advance so that the 

Planning Commission is aware of them and that the members have time to study the concerns prior to 

the scheduled meeting of the commission on September 20th.  Additionally, Mattson reminded citizens 

how to obtain copies of the application and plan documents that were submitted by Circle Power to the 

Planning Commission. Clerk Oman reported that a couple of people have picked up copies from him for 

their review. 

The agenda was reviewed and approved on a motion by Dixon, supported by Wille, all voted in favor and 

approved the agenda. 

The minutes of the regular meeting August 7th, 2023 were reviewed and on a motion by Wille supported 

by Dixon to approve the minutes as written.  All voted in favor, no one was opposed, and the minutes 

were approved. 

Treasures report was reviewed and discussed.  Oman made a motion to accept and place on file.  The 

motion was supported by Dixon.  All voted in favor of the motion, no one was opposed.  The motion was 

approved. 

Review and payment of bills.  The townships Visa and Home Depot charge accounts were reviewed along 

with the other bills and expected bills. Steinbrecher made a motion to approve the payment of bills.  The 

motion was seconded by Wille.  All voted in favor, no one was opposed.  The motion was approved. 

Fire Department Report.  Chief Anderson was not present. Oman reported that Anderson called and gave 

a verbal report earlier in the day and that he has nothing noteworthy to report. 



 

 

Custodians Report.  Mr. Fuchs was not present at the meeting and Oman reports that he and Fuchs met 

with Steve Johnson of Foster City for the bathroom project.  When questioning how to address the FRP 

panels on the walls, Mr. Johnson recommends that the walls be washed, primed with a special primer, 

and painted along with the other work that has been identified previously by the board.  He will do it for 

actual materials cost, no markup, and $40.00 per manhour.  He estimates up to a week per bathroom 

depending on what the board wants completed.  He will be available to do the work in January.  D. Oman 

made a motion to authorize Mr. Johnson to do the work and coordinate the work with Mr. Fuchs as to 

minimize interruption of the community center including rental schedules during that time.  The motion 

was supported by D. Dixon.  All voted in favor, no one was opposed.  The motion was approved. 

Cemetery Report.  Ms. Pollack stated that there was nothing noteworthy to report. 

Parks and Recreational Report.  Wille stated that one of the lights on the pole in the park was broken 

when a tree came down in the storm.  Mattson will contact Jake Lox to see if it has been repaired or if it 

still needs to be repaired.  Oman commented that it has been reported that when they are dropping off 

garbage at the waster transfer station that the trash is not being put inside of the dumpsters and or the 

lids are not being closed correctly.  Mattson will discuss this with Mr. Lox. 

2023 L-4029 Tax Levy Request prepared by Assessor Waisanen was reviewed and on a motion by Oman 

supported by Dixon to approve the levy request as written and submit to the county agencies as 

required.  All voted in favor, no one was opposed.  The Supervisor and Clerk signed the document, and 

the Clerk will forward the paperwork to the county Equalization and Clerk.  It was noted that the extra 

voted Roads and Township Ambulance milage expires with the year 2023 and the township board needs 

to act if it wishes to ask for renewals during the 2024 election cycle. 

Elections:  An overview of the new election laws was reviewed.  There will be additional expenses, labor 

and new equipment required.  All municipalities are required to provide voters with 9 days of in person 

voting for all federal and state elections.  A proposed agreement with the Dickinson County Clerk to 

provide the in-person elections for Felch Township consolidated with other municipalities in the county 

has been drafted by the county clerk but not completely reviewed by the municipalities.  Oman reported 

that all Dickinson County municipal clerks are scheduled to have a meeting on Sept 7th and a grant for 

funding from the state to offset the new voting is due September 8th.  The township board does not have 

a meeting between those dates.  On a motion by Dixon supported by Wille to authorize the clerk to act 

on behalf of the Felch Township Board. A roll call vote was conducted.  Wille, - yes, Dixon, yes, Oman – 

Yes, Steinbrecher – Yes, Mattson- Yes.  5 voted yes.  0 voted no, and 0 abstained.  The motion was 

approved. 

A request to remove the sod and soil and then install new soil and sod on the big baseball field was 

discussed and a verbal cost estimate given.  Oman noted that the cost of the current expenses will 

require a budget amendment to cover currently approved expenses and the new project will exceed 

what the board budgeted for the Parks and Rec cost center.  D. Dixon made a motion to amend the 

budget by adding $4,000.00 to the cost center budget, which is $500.00 over the amount requested for 

the new project.  Steinbrecher supported the motion to amend the budget.  All voted in favor of 

amending the budget. No one was opposed.  Dixon then made a motion to approve the request for the 

new project at a cost not to exceed $4,000.00.  Steinbrecher supported the motion.  Wille, Dixon, 

Steinbrecher and Mattson voted yes.  Oman voted no.  The motion was approved 4 = Yes, 1-voted no, 0 – 

Abstained. 



 

 

Mattson questioned how the swing set that was broken on the playground was repaired.  Oman 

reported that volunteers put the set back together and Shad Ackerman welded the seam that pulled 

apart on the pipe. 

A letter from the Dickinson County Road Commission requesting support for seeking funding to repair 

5.2 miles of the Leeman Road in Felch and Sagola townships was reviewed and discussed.  Oman made a 

motion to provide a letter of support.  The motion was supported by Wille.  A vote was held, and Wille, 

Oman, Steinbrecher and Mattson supported the motion. Dixon voted no.  The motion was approved 4- 

Yes, 1- No and 0 abstained.  The clerk will type up the letter of support and provide it to the DCRC. 

Citizen Time was offered.  R. Pollack addressed the board.  She stated she is now working again as a 

member of the Nordic Ambulance Service. She was welcomed back and thanked for her service to the 

community. 

Communications:  Supervisor Mattson / Zoning Administrator there will be a public hearing which has 

been properly posted and the public notified on September 20th 6:00 p.m. at the community center for 

the request for a Special Land Use Permit from Copper Country LLC submitted for the Solar Array project 

at the old Groveland Mine site. 

Board Member Privileges: 

D. Dixon Steet light at the Calumet Mine Road and M69 is not working.   Will check it after dark.  There is 

a tree on the streetlight in the parking lot nearest to M69.  D. Oman will check with the DCRC to see if it 

is on the M69 R/W if not will hire someone to have it removed. 

R. Mattson he has not heard anything back from the owners of the old gas station regarding blight 

concerns.  Certified letters are going unanswered.  Some progress has started at the Davis property up 

on Felch Mountain cleaning up old vehicles.   

D. Oman, Inez has been approved for an account from the State for Elections training and she has started 

that training.  Requested an extension from the state for the filing of the F65.  Joe Nurmi CPA will be 

contacted to assist in the completion and submission of the F65 and Annual Financial Report.  Oman also 

filed a report- Qualifying Statement with the Treasury that we have never filed before.  Workman’s Comp 

Insurance Company audit completed and submitted.  Had someone throw traffic cones onto the roof, 

and the swing set was broken.  Has requested a proposal from Precision Security to expand the number 

of cameras around the center to provide coverage of the new garage addition, playground, pavilion, and 

the election ballot drop box location.  The Par Plan Risk Reduction Grant is due mid-September and a 

portion of this may be approved by them because cameras qualify for that grant and the State will pay 

for the installation of a camera to cover the drop box that is required by state law. 

No further business being properly brought before the board, G. Wille made a motion to adjourn.  His 

motion was supported by D. Dixon.  All voted in favor.  Supervisor Mattson adjourned the meeting at 

7:10 p.m. 

 
Darrell J. Oman 
Felch Township Clerk 


