
 

 

Minutes September 3rd, 2024 

Supervisor Mattson called to order the regular meeting of the Felch Township Board at 6:00 
p.m.  All in attendance stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Roll Call showed all members present.  G. Wille, D. Dixon, M. Steinbrecher, R. Mattson and 
D. Oman. No one was absent. Also present at the meeting was John Benzie of Felch 
Baseball, Eric Wickman, Felch Twp property owner., and Ryan Carigan of CUPPAD. 

Citizens Time was offered.  John Benzie provided an update of the Labor Day baseball 
tournament and expressed that the Baseball organization would like to pay for dugout 
replacement this fall.  Benzie will forward some proposed drawings that they made.  
Supervisor Mattson would like copies emailed to him and a complete site plan that he can 
share with the board. 

Eric Wickman addressed the board. Mr. Wickman wanted to know if Felch Township was 
aware of expansion plans to the utility solar project.  Mr. Wickman states that he has 
information that Circle Power has already started an application to increase the current 
utility solar project by 50% of what was approved.  Supervisor Mattson said he will look into 
it.   Mr. Wickman then provided Supervisor Mattson with a listing of the project numbers for 
all three of the projects at the solar site.  The three project numbers include the project 
number related to the expanded and/or newly applied for project. 

The agenda was reviewed and approved on a motion by D. Dixon and seconded by G. Wille.  
All voted in favor. 

The minutes of the August 5th, 2024, meeting were approved on a motion by Wille and 
supported by Dixon.  All voted in favor. 

Treasures Report was reviewed and accepted on a motion by Oman supported by Dixon.  
All voted in favor, and no one opposed, so the motion was approved. 

Review and approval of the bills including the Visa and Home Depot charge accounts and 
invoices anticipated by not received yet.  M. Steinbrecher moved to pay the bills.  D Dixon 
supported.  All voted in favor, no one opposed.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Fire Department report.  Chief Anderson was absent but provided a verbal report to the 
clerk prior to the meeting. The department responded to one call on mutual aid to West 
Branh Township for a generator shed fire on Degroot Road.  The department also would like 
to install backup cameras on all of the Fire Trucks.  Anderson also met with the insurance 
risk assessor to complete an assessment along with the township clerk.   D. Oman moved 
to submit the grant request to the PAR PLAN grant for cameras.  G. Willie supported the 



 

 

motion. All voted in favor.  No one opposed the request was approved.  The Clerk will 
submit the grant to the PAR PLAN. 

Custodians Report:  The lift gray water lift station under the sink in the clerk’s office failed 
and resulted in flooding of both of the small offices.  A plumber was called in when it was 
discovered what was causing the damage. The insurance company recently provided water 
and freeze detectors, and they were installed but did not work despite being installed and 
were flooded along with the cabinets.   However, both offices still are water damaged and 
need to be fixed.  We should remove the cabinets and wet carpet now to prevent further 
possible mold and mildew.  A plumber has found the problem and has recommended 
capping the plumbing and changing the way the air conditioner condensate lines are 
drained. Supervisor Mattson will write up estimates, Clerk Oman will contact our insurance 
agent and get estimates to get the carpets replaced in those offices.   Oman stressed the 
importance of getting the wet cabinets and carpet removed now rather than wait for 
approvals to minimize and stop further damage from happening because of the flooding. 

Cemetery Report.  No report given; however, Supervisor Mattson has information that a 
family member wants to transfer a cemetery plot they own to another family member.  
Clerk Oman handles that, and Mr. Mattson will forward the information to the clerk. 

Park and Rec Report.  The Community Foundation needs paperwork filled out and returned 
to them to distribute donated funds for the Township from Circle Power for recreational 
use.  D. Oman moved to ask that only funding that we already spent on the volleyball court 
construction at Norway Lake Park be requested and the remaining balance stay with the 
Community Foundation until the project or phases of the project are competed with the 
volleyball and pickleball courts.  The project progress and cost estimates were reviewed.  
D. Dixon supported the motion. All voted in favor.  The clerk will provide the requested 
paperwork to the Community Foundation for the amounts already paid. 

Supervisor Mattson provided a copy of an approved Resolution from the Felch Township 
Planning Commission dated August 7th, 2024.  The planning commission recommends that 
the Felch Township Board Adopt a proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment as presented.   
On the matter of adoption of the amendment of the Felch Township Zoning Ordinance and 
after discussion between board members, Oman requested more time to study the 
proposed amendment and the opportunity to get answers to questions that he has prior to 
acting on it.   Supervisor Mattson then tabled the issue and scheduled a special meeting to 
discuss the subject on Wednesday September 11, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. 

Quotes for removal and replacement of the window blinds in the community center. Oman 
reported that it will be completed next week. 



 

 

Quote for Pickel Ball court concrete.  Nothing back from Woodward yet.  Will look for other 
to provide quote. 

Update on deck, pavilion, gazebo and bench out front of bldg. staining Serina (Jack 
Sheldon’s) stepdaughter is working on it. Agreed to 30 per hour and she provides labor and 
tools, and the township provides the materials., stain and deck wash, primer etc.... 

Update of .gov domain registration for the township.  The application has been submitted 
and it can take up to 6 weeks to approve the domain registration.  A company has provided 
an estimate that it will cost us about $2,000.00 for the web design, hosting it, web support, 
and email accounts using our domain depending on what we choose to do.  But that is the 
figure from other sites they have completed that are our size township.  They will provide us 
with a sample site, we can pick and choose, give them the final ok.  That can take about 6 
weeks to complete depending on how soon we respond to requests for information and 
how quickly we provide them with approvals in each step of the process. 

Citizens Time:  No one responded to the call. 

Supervisor Mattson provided copies of correspondence with the Dickinson County Road 
Commission related to meeting minutes of the DCRC and road project priorities. 

Board Member Privileges: 

Oman moved for approval of the required L-4029 Tax Rate Request to the County Board of 
Commissioners and copies to the County Clerk and Equalization.  Township Operation 
1.2307 Roads 1.0 and Ambulance .4765 mils to be levied.  M. Steinbrecher supported. All 
voted in favor.  No one opposed.  The clerk and supervisor will sign, and the clerk will 
submit the forms.  Oman also informed the board that he has completed and submitted 
the grant request for the Handicap Fishing Pier at Norway Lake available to Renewables 
Community Grant and received notice back that the grant was received and is being 
reviewed.   D, Oman also said that he received complaints that the mine pond roads were 
barricaded blocking access to all of the mine ponds. The information said that it was 
barricaded by the DCRC at the request of the DNR. The complainant said they talked to 
both the DCRC and the DNR and they did not know why.  The complainant said they drove 
all of the roads and did not find any problems with the roads.  Supervisor Mattson will look 
into the claims. 

D. Dixon reported a streetlight is out on Davis and 581.  Dixon also reported that he talked 
with Trevor about staining the Gable ends of the pavilion at Norway Lake Park.  Oman 
stated he should get what he needs at Sherwin-Williams, we have an open account there 
that he can use to get materials needed. 



 

 

M. Steinbrecher stated that the township audit was conducted, and all went well with it. 

No further business being properly brought before the board, Supervisor Mattson 
suggested adjournment.  D Dixon so moved, support G. Wille.  All voted in favor.  Supervisor 
Mattson adjourned the meeting at 7:09 p.m. 

 

 

Darrell J. Oman 
Felch Township Clerk 
 

 

 

 

 


