
 

 

Minutes June 1, 2026 

Supervisor Mattson called to order the regular meeting of the Felch Township Board at 6:00 
p.m.  All in attendance stood and recited The Pledge of Allegiance.   

Roll call was conducted and all members; Wille, Dixon, Steinbrecher, Mattson and Oman 
were present.  No one was absent.  Also attending the meeting was Brian Anderson Fire 
Chief, Joe Wickman Maintenance Employee, and Bonnie Caignan Clerks Office. 

Citizens Time was offered and no one responded to the call. 

Agenda was presented by Mattson and approved on a motion by Dixon supported by Wille, 
all voted in favor, no one was opposed. 

Regular meeting minutes of May 4th, 2026, were approved as written on a motion by Wille, 
supported by Dixon all voted in favor, no one opposed. 

Treasures report was presented, reviewed and accepted on a motion by Oman supported 
by Dixon all voted in favor, no one was opposed. 

Review of bills, a motion by Steinbrecher to pay the bills, supported by Dixon.  All voted in 
favor, no one was opposed. 

Fire Department Report. Chief Anderson reported that the department responded to one 
emergency call.  Chief Also reported that he received a repair estimate from UP Truckland 
to replace the frame on the pumper truck.  The estimated cost is $37,500.00.  Matias had 
off the cuff estimated around $30,000.00.  Plus, the truck has some issues with the pump 
that Pomasal estimated will cost $6,700.00 to rebuild.  Anderson stated that he has been in 
contact with West Branch Township Fire Chief and they have a pumper truck that they are 
willing to load to Felch Township during the repair process.   After much discussion, Oman 
moved to have Chief Anderson scheduled both repairs the sooner the better.  Anderson is 
authorized to select either Truckland or Mathias.   Supported by Mattson, all voted in favor, 
opposed no one.  Oman moved to amend the Fire Department Cost Center increasing 
expense by $50,000.00 coming from Money Market Fund.  Motion supported by Dixon.  All 
voted in favor, no one was opposed.  The firehall man door lock is problematic again.  Very 
difficult to unlock the door to open it.  Oman received a quote from LaForce in the amount 
of $744.00 for a commercial lock, $1,300.00 for installation.  Oman will compare prices for 
the same lock and self-install or find an alternate person to install it.  No response yet or a 
quote on siren controls and speakers, DSC Communications technician was onsite May 
(22nd) and looked at the trucks and was going to email a quote to the clerk for the 
equipment and installation.  The department provided a list of tools needed for wildland 
firefighting, gloves and traffic control signs and wands; they will be ordered this month. 



 

 

Custodians Report.  The front landscaping is completed.  Many compliments received from 
the public about how nice the landscaping looks in front of the building. 3 trees will also be 
planted between each of the windows on the north side of the building.  The lettering on the 
north side of the building can be painted instead of replacing it with a new sign. We are out 
of trash cans they were purchased some years ago.  The same guy sells 55-gallon steel 
barrels.  15 have been ordered and will need to be picked once he receives them.  The 
summer help can stencil the barrels, drill holes in the bottom and put handles on the lids.  
Once finished more can be placed around the baseball fields, and additional for Norway 
Lake Park. The spares will be stored in the small cement block building at the cemetery for 
future needs. 

Cemetery.  The installation of the flag poles and the grave marker for civil war veteran Hank 
was completed prior to Memorial Day.  Thanks to efforts of Gary Johnson and Joe Wickman.  
The summer help fixed as needed and installed the avenue of flags and the North 
Dickinson School band program assisted in placing the flags on all of the veteran graves.  
Annually the township donates $100.00 to groups that assist the township.   Gary Johnson 
also made a cement foundation and installed the grave marker for Civil War veteran Hank 
was also installed.  Mr. Johnson has concerns about a few trees that need to be removed.  
Supervisor Mattson will meet with Johnson at the cemetery review what trees need to be 
removed and then contact Quinten Olson about removing the trees for us.  He did good 
work for us previously.  Oman stated that he is working with others to design landscaping 
around the new flag poles.  This will be a project planned for completion next year. 

Park and Recreation report. The committee held a meeting on May 28th the minutes are 
included for review and will be posted on the township web site.  The committee 
recommends Joe Wickman as a member on the committee to replace Ryan Wille who has 
moved out of the area.  Matton supported the recommended appointment, Dixon 
seconded the appointment, all voted in favor, no one was opposed.  The minutes and items 
in the minutes were reviewed and discussed.  Clerk has not received proposed plans for 
dugout and concession stand replacement from Felch Baseball Group for township board 
review.  The watering of the baseball field was discussed.  Oman restated the community 
center well should not be used for irrigation of the field or for filling fire trucks.  The well 
capacity is not large enough to support that use. Oman states that township has records of 
consulting with Kleiman Well regarding this same subject.  A point was driven next to the 
current concession stand that did not have enough water, in the 1980’s Kleiman drilled a 
test near the outfield of the big baseball field. Kleiman also drilled the new well for the 
community center after the Health Department condemned the ground water well that was 
used by the old Felch school.   Kleiman stated that it was very unlikely that a well could be 
drilled at the community center complex including the areas around the baseball fields, 



 

 

that will support irrigation of the fields.  In the same correspondence Kleiman stated that 
the best chances for possibly establishing such a well would be south of the township.  
Kleiman well offered two 10,000-gallon tanks to the township that could be buried and 
store groundwater for the fire department and used for irrigation.   Oman will contact Rod 
Carlson for installing a cistern type of water supply for baseball field irrigation possibly 
digging a test pit or possibly installation depending on costs and feasibility.  Oman reported 
that he has talked with Alan and Rene Forstrom about the township purchasing the 
property they own which borders township properties east of the small baseball field and 
North of the Power Transmission lines.  They are interested in selling the property.  Oman 
will provide a map that shows the lots and property ownership of that area and come up 
with a value and provide it to the board before making an offer to Forestrom’s for their 
property. 

The clerk has not received information requested from the Tri-Township Senior Citizens.  
Oman will send a reminder of our request. 

A request for dust control on Oman Road again this summer.  The DCRC stated the cost is 
$1,200.00 per mile lane.  The road is two lanes wide so ½ mile of two lanes is equal to one 
lane mile. $1,200.00 will provide dust control application for the entire road.   Steinbrecher 
moved to approve, supported by Wille.  All voted in favor.   The Calumet Mine Road by Rod 
Thieisens has black top in front of his house for dust control, however the entire section is 
covered in sand and gravel due to recent logging truck operations.  Mattson will request 
that the road commission sweep the asphalt off and that may take care of the dust 
problem. 

The old metal swing set came apart again.  Mr. Wickman chained the swings together and 
put caution tape around them so that no one could use them and get hurt.  Mattson said he 
is going to measure the diameter of the pole that was removed by the contractor that built 
the addition that houses the ambulance.   He will replace the missing pole to fix the swing.  
This is the third time the swing has come apart and then “fixed” since the pole was 
removed. 

Waste Transfer / Dump / recycling situation received much discussion.  Overall, the 
situation is not satisfactory.  The place continues to be a mess, the overflow of dumpsters 
continues to be a problem, the attendant is not monitoring or assisting any citizens or 
operations.  Many of the board policies which have been reiterated several times are not 
being complied with.  The board favored replacing the current attendant with someone 
else.  Re-evaluating the scrap metal, try to get a salvage yard to provide a roll off, or not 
accept recyclable metals, or contacting someone local to clean up the metal mess in 
exchange for the metal.  Oman will contact vendors and check with local who deal in scrap 



 

 

and come up with something different.  Mr. Hamby has been notified at least three times 
that the building and around the building will be cleaned up.  Anything not owned by the 
township will be discarded or scrapped.  Supervisor Mattson will contact Mr. Hamby in 
person and let him know the board is in favor of termination.  

The new switch for the UTX has been received and given to Mr. Pollack, however he was 
injured at work, and Oman is not sure if he replaced the switch yet for the windshield 
washer fluid. 

Citizens Time offered. No one responded to the call. 

Board Member Privilege.  Mattson, the front of the building looks awesome. 

Oman- Leon Grundlun has been contacted about laying out the pickle ball court and using 
the students to pain.  The Nets and Posts for the net are on order, but they seem to be lost 
in shipping. UPS Tracking shows they were delivered but they have not been delivered.  Will 
follow up with vendor. 

Oman- The Highway Closure request has been approved and received for the 4th of July 
Parade.  The DCRC has been contacted about mowing all of the shoulders of the roads and 
streets fcr the 4th.   The Sheriff has been contacted and invited to join in and assist if the Fire 
Department needs for the highway closure.  Oman asked that the township enter the 
parade with a Grand Marshal and recommended that Janice Anderson and Arlene Oman be 
named as Grand Marshal.  Mattson commented that we should allow others and that the 
minimum age be 90 years old.  Steinbrecher recommended that the township should 
decorate the float, Oman agreed to order decorations and arrange for a trailer for the float 
and will also have patriotic music from the portable PA system. Oman will invite Breen and 
West Branch to join with Grand Marshal for their townships.  The board agreed with all the 
above.  No one was opposed.   

Heather Wickman will complete the annual deep cleaning of the big kitchen June 10th – 
12th, the Sr. Citizens have been notified, and it is on the calendar. 

Dixon – That extra van from Mail Delivery should not be stored in the parking lot.  The Boss 
snowplow should be stored someplace and removed from the parking lot.  The house is 
gone it looks good now the fence should be cleaned up.  That black car is still there, and it 
needs to go.  Frank Neuman should be contacted. 

No further business being brought properly before the board, D. Dixon moved to 
adjournment, supported by Wille.  All voted in favor. Supervisor Mattson adjourned the 
meeting at 7:43 p.m. 

Darrell J. Oman, Clerk 


